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EDITORIAL 


Billy Graham 


For some four years an increasing number of 
news releases, telling of the marvellous way God 
is using this young evangelist, have crossed our 
desk. 


On Christmas Sunday we had the rare privilege 
of having Billy Graham occupy our pulpit in The 
Weaverville (N.C.), Presbyterian Church. As we 
heard him preach there came to us the definite 
conviction that God had raised up, in this our 
needy time, a servant on whom rests the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit such as is rarely seen. 


Only thirty-one years of age, God is beginning 
to shake the nation through his ministry. For eight 
weeks last fall he was used to stir the great city of 
Los Angeles as it has never been stirred before. 


Now we have before us such a volume of news 
and comments on the meetings in Boston, Just con- 
cluded, that it would take several issues of this 
Journal to print them all. We are printing a letter 
just received from Dr. Harold J. Ockenga and a 
news release which he enclosed. 


As we have scanned news reports—the Boston 
papers carried front-page articles each day and 
the morning after the concluding meeting they each 
carried about three pages on the meetings—we find 
certain outstanding impressions agreed upon by all. 


The preaching is with great power—it is chiefly 
the use of the Scriptures—there is no sensational- 
ism—conviction sweeps a congregation as in the 
days of Moody and Finney—the local churches 
eagerly seek to co-operate and the converts are 
channeled directly into these churches — many 
ministers state their own personal ministry has 
been transformed—the converts are chiefly adults; 
in Los Angeles sixty per-cent were over forty years 
of age—often men outnumber the women—many 


prominent and some notorious individuals have been 
saved——many of these men are now going into full- 
time Christian work—Hollywood has been touched 
for the first time, one star has already given up 
her work to study to become a missionary—the 


music is the old hymns of the church—the musical 
leadership is of the best. : 


One outstanding minister has made this observa- 
tion—‘‘God has given Billy Graham an unusual 
gift, the gift of drawing the net, and He has 
shown him how to use this gift. When he gives the 
invitation people come to Christ. Often they start 
forward before the invitation is given and it is 
under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, not emo- 
tionalism.” 


Four of the outstanding converts in Los Angeles 
were nationally known and have all entered Chris- 
tian work since their conversion. Two of the re- 
porters who nightly covered the Boston meetings 
for their papers were converted. The head of the 
department of Philosophy of a great University 
came and when he left he said, ““My head tells me 
he is wrong but my heart tells me he is right.”’ 
sind students came to jeer and stayed to accept 
Christ. . 


We thank God for this manifestation of His 
power and we pray that a mighty revival may 
sweep across our nation which will yet enable us 
to witness to the world as we should. 


As we thank God let us also pray for this His 
servant; that God will give him the _ physica! 
strength, the spiritual power and the wisdom that 
he needs. —H.B.D. 


Boston, Mass. 
January 18, 1950. 
Dear Editor: 


God has done a new thing in Boston. Without 
banners, fanfare or planning, a single church meet- 
ing for evangelism expanded in eighteen days to 
be the greatest thing spiritually which has hit this 
conservative, cultured, intellectual center in half a 
century. The story is enclosed. 


1 am prepared to send pictures if you request 
them. The press of Boston gave front page publicity 
to this series from the second day of the campaign, 
an unequalled experience in decades. 


Thousands were converted and the whole church 
of the area quickened. On March 28, Dr. Graham 
will return and we will extend the campaign to the 
major cities of New England. The effort will con- 
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clude with four days in New England’s largest 
hall—the Boston Garden, where 16,000 crowded the 
facilities January 16 and 10,000 were turned away. 


You will want the story on this campaign. 


Faithfully yours, 

H. J. Ockenga, 
Pastor of the Church 
sponsoring the Mid- 
Century Evangelistic 
Campaign. 


Boston, Mass., Jan. 18, 1950. — Revival fires 
swept Boston and all of New England in an un- 
predented 18-day evangelistic campaign conducted 
by Dr. Billy Graham, of Minneapolis, and his co- 
workers when more than 3,000 people accepted 
Christ as Saviour during the series. 


‘Revival fires are blazing,’ declared Dr. Harold 
John Ockenga, pastor of famed Park Street Church, 
sponsor of the meetings. “Il feel that America’s 
long-prayed-for revival is breaking,” eehoed Dr. 
Graham, 3l-year old president of Northwestern 
Schvols and vice-president of Youth For Christ 
International. 


Climaxing the tremendous outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit was a humanly-amazing closing meeting 
on Monday, January 16, when 16,000 people jam- 
packed Boston Garden, with an additional 10,000 
turned away. When Dr. Graham gave the invitation, 
1,500 people (newspapers said 2,500), walked to 
the front to accept Christ as personal Saviour— 
just as many as were converted in the previous 17 
days. Delegations came from six New England 
States for the mammoth meeting. 


The revival has not stopped. Because no suitable 
auditorium could be found, the series concluded on 
January 16 when the 16,000 attendance boosted 
the total attendance to 105,000. Dr. Graham and 
his eo-workers, Cliff Barrows, Grady Wilson, 
Beverly Shea and Carlton Booth, will return to 
Boston and 12 New England cities in late March 
and April, climaxing with four nights in the Boston 
Garden on April 19-22. 


The campaign was unique in so many Ways that 
it could be described as nothing else but the moving 
of God. Before it was over, Park Street Church 
and its planned eight-day series found itself the 
center of a New England revival, with more than 
75 Boston area Churches co-operating actively in 
the rallies. Starting on what is perhaps the worst 
evangelistic night of any year, New Year’s Eve, 
the meetings were moved to four different audi- 
torilums to accomodate crowds. They started in 
Mechanics Hall on New Year’s Eve, when 6,000 
people packed the building. On 12 hours’ notice, 
another 6,000 were out the next Sunday afternoon. 
Mechanics Hall, the Park Street Chureh and the 
Boston Opera House were used in the following 
days, winding up with the mammoth service in the 
Boston Garden. 


Boston newspapers in this town which is 74 
percent Catholic and 15 percent Unitarian gave 
the campaign front page position every day of the 
18 days. Pictures up into the hundreds as well as 
daily cartoons by Boston’s leading cartoonists 
dotted the pages. The Boston Post ran a three-in- 
stallment story on Graham’s life. 


In two weeks in Boston, there were as many con- 
verts as in the entire eight weeks of the campaign 
held by Billy Graham in Los Angeles in the fall of 
1949. Equally significant is the fact that revival 
fires now have been felt on both coasts, 3,000 
miles apart. 


Conversion experiences were thrilling. One night 
at the altar a mother and her son met, each coming 
down a different aisle to accept Christ. A number 
of millionaires were converted. People came from 
all walks of life. They stopped members of the 
team on the streets of Boston and thanked them 
for bringing them to Christ. 


Boston and its suburbs have not been shaken for 
God in this generation such as occurred December 
31-January 16. The crowd in Boston Garden was 
the largest ever converged on Boston Garden— 
political, sports or otherwise. Twenty-five hundred 
people stood for three hours in the waiting room 
below, hearing the program by loud speaker. Dr. 
Graham was forced to preach to overflow crowds at 
both the Opera House and Mechanics Hall, standing 
bareheaded in the chilly weather to preach and 
give an invitation. About 100 accepted Christ in 
those meetings. 


Intellectual leaders at some of the schools in 
the area were won to Christ. Students came to 
scoff and instead found Christ. The student council 
at Boston University gave the campaign unanimous 
endorsement. 


“This is no man-directed thing,’’ Dr. Graham 
told the great throng in the Garden. “This is a 
movement of God. The prayers of God’s people for 
revival are being answered.” 


Dr. Graham was privileged to offer the opening 
prayer at a session of the Massachusetts State 
Legislature at the invitation of minority leader 
Charles Gibbons, of Stoneham, Mass. A number of 
the legislators attended the meetings. 


“The campaign did not end on January 16,” Dr. 
Ockenga announced. “It will be resumed the last 
week in March. In the meantime, more than 10,000 
prayer meetings wil! be instigated for a tremendous 
spiritual awakening in New England.” 


— - 


The Final Testimony Of 
Charles Colcock Jones 


Dr. Charles C. Jones is best known for his great 
missionary services to the negro slaves of Liberty 
County, Georgia. Most of his preaching years were 
given gratuitously to them. For some months he 
was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Savannah, twice he served as professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History and Church Polity in Columbia, 
once as Secretary of the Board of Home Missions 
of the undivided church. But none of these positions 
were able to hold him long away from the chosen 
preaching to the hundreds of negroes who needed 
the Gospel. On the day of his death Mrs. Jones 
spoke to him of the Saviour being present with him. 
Dr. Jones replied: 


“T am nothing but a poor sinner, I renounce 
myself and all self-justification, trusting only 
in the free unmerited righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” —Wm.C.R. 
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Challenge To What? 


We recently attended a large interdenominational 
meeting where the question of Communism oc- 
cupied more time than any other subject. 


In that meeting we did not sense any condoning 
of Communism but we heard a good many things 
which showed abysmal! ignorance as to what Com- 
munism really is. We heard men repeatedly speak 
of the great concern of Communism for the poor 
and the down trodden and of what Communism 
has done and is doing for the common man. 


Such ‘‘concern” is bait to quiet the individual 
while his most precious posession, his freedom, is 
taken from him and he becomes a serf and an 
automaton to fulfil the plans and desires of the 
State which becomes his master and tyrant. 


It behooves Christian men to recognize Commun- 
ism for what it is, a demoniacally inspired ideology 
which defies God and debases man. 


We become weary of hearing again and again 
that Communism challenges Christianity because it 
has a concern for the material welfare of the 
individual and the Church does not. The only people 
who enjoy material blessings and the opportunity of 
the freedom of working for them live in those 
countries where Christianity has the most influence. 


Christianity leads to personal freedom, Com- 
munism to enslavement. Christianity produces love 
and service, Communism hate and regimentation. 
Christianity spreads the message of eternal salva- 
tion to those who will accept the Saviour, Commun- 
ism preaches materialism and atheism. 

The only “challenge’’ Communism offers the 
Church is to etch on the evening skies of a doomed 
world that Christ is the only answer. —L.N.B. 


Our Greatest Need 


“The settling of the race problem is our Church’s 
greatest need.’’ This and other statements, depend- 
ing on the particular viewpoint, indicate the mul- 
tiplicity of emphases and the varied voices within 
the Church. 


We would suggest that the need of our Church 
goes far deeper than the race problem, church 
union, or any other outward application of Chris- 
tianity. 


We need a Spirit-sent and directed revival which 
will bring us face to face with the one thing which 
must come before all else, the new birth. Until we 
re-establish emphasis on a personal experience with 
the living Christ, an experience which places the 
proper emphasis on confession of sin, renunciation 
of sin and faith in the redeeming work of our Lord 
by each individual we will continue to educate 
young people into church membership and continue 
to invite others to “join the Church.” 


We need a revival which will reopen our mid- 
week prayer meetings and which will make people 
find the Sunday evening service more attractive 
than Jack Benny and Amos & Andy. 


Recently we scanned the Sunday paper of one 
of our large southern cities. There are a number 
of Presbyterian Churches in that city. The two 
largest and, supposedly, most influential have no 


Sunday night services. This situation can be dupli- 
cated all over our Church. 


We need a revival which will bring to men a 
sense of proportion and ability to evaluate between 
those things which are vital and those which are 
trivial, or of secondary importance. 


We need a revival which will restore the family 
altar in the homes; which will restore Bible study 
and prayer as a part of the daily routine of each 
individual Christian. 


We need a revival which will restore to students, 
and to church members a rightful reverence for 
God’s Word, a revival which will cause men to bow 
before the authority and judgements of that Word 
rather than to sit in judgement on the Book. 


We need a revival which will result in a new 
emphasis on personal Christian living, a way of 
living willing to renounce things which are a hin- 
drance and a stumbling-block, especially to youth 
which watches us so closely. 


We need a revival which places more emphasis 
on the power of prayer, a revival which will bring 
men of different viewpoints to meet together to 
settle those differences on their knees. 


Yes, brethren, we need a revival. We must have 
a revival. We are strong on organization. We have 
able agencies and worthy institutions. We have 
ambitious programs and we are very busy. We need 
more than anything else the power which comes 
alone from the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit. 


This blessing comes to no individual, nor does it 
come to any group of individuals, except in God’s 
way and on His terms. 


We have tried a lot of things. Let us agree to 
humble ourselves before Him and seek Him in re- 
pentance and confession and see if problems do 
not disappear and if power does not return. 


THE GREATEST NEED OF OUR CHURCH IS 
A REVIVAL!! —L.N.B. 


Summary Of The Christian 
Faith According To The 
Shorter Catechism 


The articles which have appeared for the last 
nine months in The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
on the Shorter Catechism are being put in booklet 
form and will shortly appear under the title, 
SUMMARY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH AC- 
CORDING TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 
Copies of this pamphlet can be secured from The 
Journal Office at the price of 20c a copy, $2.00 a 
dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred, postpaid. 


As the reader may remember, the Executive 
Committee of Publication of our Church, through 
its Editor, Dr. Fairly, requested the writer to pre- 
pare an exposition of the doctrinal part of the 
Shorter Catechism. Dr. Fairly plans to simplify the 
study for the junior age level, but in the meantime 
he has given his permission for the original exposi- 
tion to be printed in The Journal and now to be 
put in convenient form. 


The publication of this booklet is timely. Some- 
what as God called the Church back to His Word 
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in Europe in time to save her from Nazi destruc- 
tion so there is evidence of a turn in America today 
toward the teachings of that Word. It may well be 
that God is calling us to clearer thinking and more 
vigorous teaching to meet the menace of com- 
munism and the increasing propaganda of Roman 
Catholicism. Whatever be the reason, there are 
not wanting signs of a turn toward the Christian 
faith and that not merely as a subjective attitude, 
but also as an objective reality—not only fides qua 
creditur but also fides quae creditur. 


The Methodist Church has started THE 
PREACHING AND TEACHING ENDEAVOR with 
the first theme, OUR FAITH. They have prepared 
very carefully a set of booklets on God, Christ, 
the Bible, Love, Prayer, Immortality, the Holy 
Spirit, the Kingdom of God. Our point of view is 
very different from one of the bishops who has 
copyrighted this series; but we are delighted to 
find that the pamphlet on Christ goes back to 
Isaiah 9:6 which describes the messianie Child as 
the mighty God, back to the Methodist Discipline 
which affirms Jesus Christ as God manifest in the 
flesh, back to the Methodist Articles of Religion 
which proclaims the Chalcedonian faith, namely, 
that the Son who was very and eternal God took 
also man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Vir- 
gin and so two whole and perfect natures were 
joined in one person. The January issue of the 
U.S.A. Presbyterian Life carries a book review of 
AN OUTLINE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
which is described as a revision of and a commen- 
tary on their Intermediate Catechism. In our own 
Church, the women are studying THE FAITH WE 
PROFESS and many of the pastors are aiding the 
study with sermons on the Apostles’ Creed. The 
Research Committee of the General Council has 
set as one of its current projects the preparation 
of a series of doctrinal helps for preaching. 


When first prepared the section of these studies 
adapted for use in communicant classes was suc- 
cessfully used in such classes in the West End and 
in the North Avenue Presbyterian Churches of 
Atlanta and has been since used in Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools and in summer conferences. This 
pamphlet form will make such use much easier. 
We invite the pastors who plan communicant 
classes leading up to Easter to use the Bible and 
the Shorter Catechism according to the plan here 
suggested for this purpose. We hope that other 
ministers will find the brief comments on the sev- 
eral questions sufficient to “prime the pump” for 
a series of evening sermons or prayer meeting talks 
on the great truths of the Faith. The evening con- 
gregations at Pryor Street Presbyterian Church 
testify that such a series does draw. We look for- 
ward to the time when these great doctrinal 
themes will again become the strong meat of our 
morning congregations. —Wm. C. R. 


How About Our Colleges 


And Seminaries? 


“We are living right in the smack dab middle of 
a jackass age,” the late Senator “Cotton Ed’’ 
Smith once remarked on the floor of the U. S. 
ae And he was not far from right when he 
said it. 


In state, church and school there are probably 
more screw-ball ideas rampant at present that at 
any other time in our nation’s history. And the 


results are hardly a thing of beauty and a joy 
forever. 


In the sphere of education, especially, can one 
see the effects of radicalism. Schools such as 
Princeton University, Harvard University, and the 
University of Chicago, for instance, have long 
ago turned their backs on historic, Biblical Chris- 
tianity, although they were started by earnest men 
of Christian conviction. 


One reason why these institutions were lost to 
the cause of Biblical Christianity was that, one by 
one, unbelieving men were added to their faculties 
and boards of trustees. Indifference regarding the 
religious beliefs of these professors and trustees 
has, through the years, produced the spiritual 


blight which is found in those educational institu- 


tions today. 


Now we Southern Presbyterians own and support 
several colleges and seminaries. All of them are 
supposed to adhere to the system of belief of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


It may be that a professor under the principle of 
academic freedom, has a perfect right to teach 
anything he wants to in some schools—but not in 
a Southern Presbyterian college or seminary! 


What effort is being made to keep ecclesiastical 
screw-balls, theological quislings, and doctrinal 
chameleons from becoming faculty members in our 
Southern Presbyterian educational institutions? 


This is a question of utmost importance and it 
should be given careful attention in the mustang- 
days in which we are now living. 


One of the soundest educational institutions in 
our denomination is Belhaven College, located in 


Jackson, Mississippi. Its President is Dr. G. T. 


Gillespie, a Christian gentleman of the very highest 
type who takes his responsibilities as a college 
president seriously. He realizes that he is the head, 
not of a state-financed university where in the 
realm of instruction anything goes, but of a 
Southern Presbyterian college. 


Whenever a new professor or instructor is chosen 
to teach at Belhaven, Dr. Gillespie sends that new 
faculty member a notice of election and asks that 
the following notice of acceptance be signed and 
returned to him: 


“T accept the position to which I have been 
elected by the Board of Trustees of Belhaven 
College for the session of.-., upon the 
terms above named. I agree to be diligent in 
the performance of the duties assigned to me 
and to work in harmony with the faculty and 
the president of the college. 


“IT recognize that Belhaven is a distinctly 
Christian institution, under the control of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, and 
I cheerfully state that I believe in the funda- 
mental teachings of Evangelical Christianity, 
that I accept the Bible as the Word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice, 
and that as a member of the faculty, I shall 
endeavor by word and example to maintain the 
Christian aims and standards of the institution. 


Signed. 


No wonder Belhaven College is a sound institution. 
Dr. William Childs Robinson, Th.D., has recently 
indicated what vows the faculty members of Co- 
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lumbia Theological Seminary take upon joining its 
faculty. 


We should like to know what requirements the 
other colleges and seminaries, as well as the train- 
ing schools, in our denomination have set up to 
insure that their teachers will remain true to the 
Christian Faith in its entirety. 


Would those institutions be kina enough to in- 
form us? 


January 20, 1950. 
Chalmers W. Alexander. 


It Is Not A Question 
Of Christianity But 
Expediency 


We have before us a copy of a questionaire, now 
being circulated within the bounds of our Church, 
in which one specific question is asked: “Do you 
think segregation is Christian?”’’ a 25-word specific 
reply is requested. 


We wonder if the instigators of this discussion 
think they are doing a service to the church and the 
cause of race relations? We presume that they do 
and we do not question their right to carry on this 
agitation if they so desire. 


But, we most earnestly question their wisdom 
and their judgment in this matter. We believe a 
great disservice to the cause of race relations is 
being done because this discussion will elicit ex- 
treme statements from both sides and our Negro 
friends will suffer as a result. 


In our judgment the question should not be asked 
because it is not a question of Christianity which 
is involved but a question of expediency. 


We know, by the frank statements of those ex- 
tremists who are advocating the elimination of 
racial lines, that they privately admit the ultimate 
necessity of the intermingling and intermarriage of 
the races. Because we believe this is inexpedient 
and because this discussion can lead to great harm 
in the development of a Christian approach to the 
race problem we deplore this continued agitation. 


Discrimination, humiliation and the denying of 
privileges and opportunities to minorities is con- 
trary to the spirit of Christ and is therefore un- 
Christian. It is the duty of every Christian to work 
to eliminate such areas of unfairness and discord 
and we believe that real progress is being made in 
that direction. 


If by “segregation’”’ is meant the denying of 
inherent rights to individuals of any race, then 
“segregation” is un-Christian. But, if by the 
elimination of “segregation” is meant the right of 
a minority, or a majority, to intrude into that 
realm of personal choice which is inherent in free- 
dom as we understand it, then “segregation” is 
Christian. 


But, one final word: It seems to many of us 
that there are things which are outside the realm 
of “Christian” or “un-Christian.”’ For instance, a 
person may have boorish manners; he may eat with 
his knife and wipe his mouth with the back of his 


hand; he may come far short of the standards of 


society to which others have attained. He can still 
be a Christian while a man with impeccable manners 
may be ‘‘un-Christian.”’ 


Segregation is a relative term. It is a rationaliza- 
tion of a situation and an attempted solution. We 
believe the truly ‘“‘Christian’”’ way to solve this 
problem is to so conduct oneself with those of 
either the majority or minority party as to show 
“* love and consideration Christ would have us 
show. 


To apply the word “Christian” to those who 
would abolish all racial lines and the term ‘“un- 
Christian’’ to those who wish to maintain this line 
is entirel’ beside the point. A man may wish and 
practice inter-racial relationships and not be a 
Christian. Another may wish to preserve racial lines 
and be a Christian. The differentiation is not found 
there but comes in the attitude of heart and mind 
of those of all races. 


We believe further that segregation is often a 
quantitative and not a qualitative problem. By this 
we mean that elimination of racial barriers may be 
practical where a few individuals are concerned 
and impractical where great numbers are involved. 


Personally we feel that State Universities in the 
South could well afford to admit Negroes into the 
graduate schools but we believe general elimina- 
tion of racial lines would be exceedingly unwise 
in public schools and Colleges in the South. This 
would be segregation for quantitative reasons. 


Futhermore, when people are classed as “Chris- 
tian” or ‘“‘unChristian”’ by how they react to segre- 
gation we feel those asking the questions should in 
turn be asked a few themselves. Do those extremists 
who anticipate and privately advocate racial inter- 
marriage think it “Christian’’ to further something 
which will bring untold misery to the children who 
spring from such intermarriage? 


We believe Paul’s words can well be applied 
here: “‘All things are lawful unto me, but all things 
are not expedient.” —L.N.B 


“The Day The Sun 
Stood Still” 


The Bible presents the true and living God who 
doeth His will in the armies of heaven and among 
the children of men, Whose hand none can stay or 
say to Him what doest Thou? The Bible tells of 
the mighty acts of God as they appeared to the 
children of men and as they wrought deliverances 
for His people. All of the hows of God’s working 
are not given and hence various explanations may 
be offered. The Church is not anchored to any one 
of these explanations but may give them such con- 
sideration as seems best. 


The January issue of Harper’s Magazine gives an 
interesting possible explanation of several of the 
great events of the Old Testament from the forth- 
coming books of Dr. Immanuel Velikovsky. This 
scientist supports his account by testimonies from 
the early records of most of the peoples of earth. 
He posits a mighty comet, perhaps torn from 
Jupiter, visiting the earth at least twice with an 
interval of something like a half a century between. 
He attributes to the first visit the turning of the 
water into blood, the darkness of Egypt’s night, 
the manna and the shaking of Egypt to pieces when 
the first born died in every home. Also he suggests 
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that this close approach of the comet by its mighty 
gravitational pull drew the red sea out of its place 
so that the Israelites went over on dry land and 
when the pull was released the Red Sea rushed 
back to cover the Egyptians. As the comet came 
back on its second visit it so held the earth in its 
gravitational pull as to stop its rotation for the 
time of about a day—the day that the sun stood 
still at the Word of God through His servant 
Joshua. Later the comet became our planet Venus. 


Dr. Velikovsky’s thesis ought to make those who 
work out such an invariable order of nature that 
they allow of no intervention by Him Who made 
and Who governs nature, pause. It may well be 
that there are more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, than are dreamed of in our naturalistic 
philosophies. Nature is only the order established 
by God and God is no more excluded from direct 
intervention in the order that He has established 
than a thoughtful husband is forbidden to give an 
extra sum for the budget he has established in his 
home. But whether or not God has intervened in 
the way or ways posited by the Russian scientist 
awaits further consideration. God has graciously 
acted for us men and for our salvation ... He has 
acted in the miracles recorded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures ... the explanation of His ways of working 
may vary :..So much of the explanation thereof as 
we need to know for our salvation and His glory 
He has given in His Word. —Wm.C.R. 


REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never have heard 
of it. 


This is to earnestly urge each reader of 
this request to begin from this time to set 
aside a time each Saturday night to pray 
definitely for a mighty revival in our Church. 


We believe such prayer will bring rich 
blessings to us and also go far to solve many 
of the problems which now confront us. 


EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 


Pray For Revival 


“Go Ye Into All The World 
And Preach The Gospel 
To Every Creature” 


Why Help Send The Gospel 
To Every Creature? 
By S. B. M. Ghiselin 


Tarrant, Ala. 


Because Christ commands us: “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.”’ The last syllables from the lips of Jesus 
as He arose to His Heavenly Throne were, “Ye 
shall be My witness in the uttermost part of the 
earth.”’ The first four books of the New Testament 
are the story of the Greatest Foreign Missionary, 
Jesus, sailing from a port called Heaven to carry 
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Salvation to a lost planet called Earth. The other 
23 New Testament Books are the stories of His 
Missionaries carrying His Salvation to the remotest 
corners of the earth. Can any one be a Christian 
and not help in this greatest of all enterprises 
carrying Salvation to the Lost? Is it any wonder 
that the Founders wrote in our constitution “To 
preach the Gospel to every creature is the great 
end of the Presbyterian Church?”’ 


Because Christ alone can satisfy the needs of 
this Lost World. 


Two billion lost people on earth need to know 
the way to Heaven. Jesus says, “I am the way, no 
man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” 


The whole human race cries out for some one 
to satisfy its heartache, wipe away its tears and 
give Peace. Only Jesus “‘satisfieth the longing 
soul and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.” 
Could any words be more precious to a broken 
heart than His, ‘‘Peace I leave with you, My Peace 
I give unto you?” A College graduate said to a 
Missionary, “Our heads are full of knowledge but 
our hearts are barren and empty.”’ “You need 
Jesus!’’ That desperate, terrible, anguish, of a soul 
crying out for Peace can only be satisfied by 
Jesus. A heathen in India laid down her poor, 
weak, sick child and kneeled before a Heathen 
image praying: “O grant that my sick baby may 
grow strong and beautiful like other children. O 
hear the cry of a Mother’s breaking, bleeding 
heart.”’ A stranger said to her “To whom were you 
praying?” She replied: “I don’t know but surely 
somewhere there must be one to hear the cry of a 
Mother’s broken heart.” He came to “heal the 
broken hearted.” 


Because sending the Gospel to a lost world is 
the greatest investment of money. In Luke 16:9 
Jesus says “Make friends to God by means of your 
money that when it fails you they may receive 
you into the everlasting Habitations.” Jesus means 
that the souls our money wjns to Him in (China, 
Brazil, Africa, and America) will meet you with a 
joyous welcome at the Pearly Gates of Heaven. 
Could any investment equal this? Years ago Dr. 
Goucher, a noble Christian began to send $1,- 
000.00 a year to establish Christian schools for 
the boys and girls of India. Hundreds of these 
young people have become preachers, teachers, 
and leaders of the Christian church. Today over 
50,000 of these Christians kneel down and thank 
God for the generous heart of Dr. Goucher. 


Because sending the Gospel to a lost world is the 
greatest investment of life. The matchless Christ 
who ‘“‘came to minister and to give His life a 
Ransom for many” has brought to mankind bene- 
fits incomparable and _ unutterable by human 
words. Can any life be lived in a cause so great as 
bringing eternal life and the Kingdom of God 
to the lost souls? Investing your life for Christ 
like the 12 apostles; like all the Martyrs and 
Missionaries, can it be said of you “Poor yet mak- 
ing many rich, having nothing yet possessing all 
things?’’ Think of David Livingston going into the 
heart of Africa enslaved by cannibalism, degraded 
by human slavery; their mind darkened by Witch- 
craft; their homes wrecked by Polygamy; to heal 
suffering bodies and to bring salvation to millions 
of lost souls! See him dying on his knees in a 
mud hut praying “May Heaven’s richest blessing 
be on every one, American, English, or Turk who 
will help to heal this open sore of the world!’ 


Millions of hearts and hands stretched out from 
the ends of the earth by “‘Come over and bring 
us Christ.”” What is your answer? 


“Go ye into all the world and preach the 


Gospel to every creature.” 


Religious Ignorance 


By Rev. Hoyt Evans 
Franklin, 


There is an old saying that “ignorance is bliss.” 
I cannot take much encouragment from that saying, 
because I am convinced that any bliss resulting 
from ignorance is indeed a dangerous sort of bliss. 
It is especially dangerous when it results from 
religious ignorance, and it is unfortunately true 
that people who are ashamed to be ignorant about 
most things are not at all embarassed about their 
religious ignorance. 


Ignorance is not hard to define. It is an absence 
of knowledge. Religious ignorance is a lack of 
knowledge about God and His relations to men. 
There are two kinds of religious ignorance: volun- 
tary ignorance, and involuntary ignorance, If you 
do not know what you must do to be saved, that is 
voluntary ignorance, because you have access to the 
Bible and to its clear teaching on that subject. |! 
you do not know what took place at the Synod of 
Toledo (589 A.D.), that is probably involuntary 
ignorance. No ignorance is virtuous, some of it 
may be excusable, but we ought to be deeply dis- 
turbed about our voluntary ignorance. 


Paul had more to say about ignorance than any 
other New Testament writer. More than one third 
of the usage of the word “‘ignorance”’ in the whole 
Bible can be attributed to Paul. In six different 
places he says in effect: “‘Brethren, | would not 
have you ignorant.”’ It is interesting that in three 
of the six instances he is referring to the practical! 
affairs of the church, and in the other three he is 
referring to doctrinal matters. Brethren, we must 
not be ignorant of the activities of our church or 
of its teachings. 


How much do you know about your church? 
What is its official name, and which states does it 
include, What is the membership of your denomina- 
tion? How many church courts are there in the 
Presbyterian system, and what are they? In which 
synod and presbytery is your local church located? 
Who are the moderators of your synod and presby- 
tery? How many members are there in your loca! 
church, and who are its officers? These questions 
are not difficult, but there will be relatively few 
members of the average congregation who can 
answer them all. When people know so little about 
their church it is only natural that their interest in 
it should lag. Ignorance is deadly. 


What do you know about the doctrines of your 
church? Do you think for a moment that doctrine 
is only for ministers and theologians. Is it gravely 
erroneous to think that belief is irrevelant and 
that ethical conduct is the only thing that really 
matters. Belief determines conduct. lhe Nazis did 
what they did because of what they believed. Com- 
munist action is the result of Communist doctrin: 
Do you know the teachings of your church? Is 
Presbyterian doctrine arrived at naturally, or is it 
revealed? What does our church believe about the 
Bible as a doctrinal authority? Who is Jesus Christ. 
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and what is His significance to us? How many ways 
are there of being saved? Will people who are 
ignorant of God’s requirements be reckoned as 
innocent in the final day? Our chureh has clear 
teachings on these questions. Do you know what 
they are? 


Why are Christian people as a rule so ignorant 
religiously? One reason is that ministers have failed 
to teach these things. In some cases they have as- 
sumed that the people would not be interested in 
these subjects, and in other cases the failure may 
be charged to the minister’s own lack of knowledge 
or lack of faith! Another reason for this ignorance 
is that church people have failed to avail themselves 
of opportunities to learn about their church. They 
have not attended their churches when these things 
were taught and discussed. They have not been 


interested in reading their church papers. I am 
sure that if church people understood the real 
danger of religious ignorance, there would be more 
zeal in seeking knowledge of our church and its 
teachings. 


All ignorance stands as a barrier to completeness 
and perfection. There are many mysteries in the 
Christian faith which you cannot know now, but 
there is one available truth of which you must not 
be ignorant. That truth can be stated simply. All 
men are sinners, and Christ Jesus, the Son of God, 
has died to save them from their sins. Those who 
trust Him for their salvation will be saved. There 
is no other way. If Paul were here he would say, 
“Brethren, I would not have you ignorant of these 
things.”’ To be ignorant of these things is to be 
spiritually dead. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For March 5: Ephesus— 
A Center Of Christian Influence 


Scripture: Acts 19:1-20:16; Ephesians 4:17-32. 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-13. Paul, a city 
man, naturally turned to the cities, they were the 
centers of population and of influence. The story 
of his Missionary Journeys is a story of cities; his 
Epistles are written to churches established in 
cities, or to men, with the exception of Hebrews, 
if that is included. 


Cities were also the centers of wickedness, and 
Ephesus was no exception to the rule. Here was 
located the great temple to Diana, and it is a 
typical heathen city. “Let the wicked forsake his 
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts,” said 
Isaiah in 55:7, and this might have been the theme 
of any preacher in any of these cities. There were 
plenty of “bad things’ in Ephesus, but we see from 
our lesson how the Word of God grew mightily and 
prevailed. “Be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might” is a good Memory Selection for our 
lesson. 


Paul spent some time at Ephesus: three months 
in the synagogue, and two years in “the school of 
one Tyrannus.” It was natural that he should 
encounter much opposition, but he also accomp- 
lished a great deal, for he established one of his 
greatest churches, one of the seven to whom the 
Spirit writes in Revelation. 


l. The Holy Spirit Given: Equipped With Power: 
Power over Bad People. Acts 19:1-10. There were 
disciples at Ephesus when Paul came to that city, 
but they were “babes in Christ.” The question of 
Paul, “have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye 
believed,”’ or, “‘Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when 
ye believed?’’, is answered by them, “We have not 
so much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost.”” They had only experienced the baptism of 
John; they had only gotten as far as “repent and 
believe,” and needed further instruetion, and es- 
pecially, the power of the Holy Spirit. They had 
been baptized unto John’s baptism, and when Paul 
shows them that John said that they should believe 
on the One coming after him, they were beptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Paul lays his hands 


on them and the Holy Spirit came upon them with 
the result that they spake with tongues and pro- 
phesied. This is the beginning of a great work amid 
much opposition. 


Paul as usual, begins his work in the Synagogue, 
and continued to use this as his place of reasoning 
and persuading the people, but when divers were 
hardened and believed not, but spake evil of the 
Way, he changes his headquarters to the school of 
Tyrannus, where he works for two years. All they 
that dwelt in Asia, (Asia Minor), heard, both Jews 
and Greeks. 


Il. Power Over Diseases and Bad (Evil) Spirits: 
19:11-17. “And God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul: so that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and 
the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits 
went out of them.” Ephesus was the center of a 
false religion and ‘“‘evil spirits’’ were to be expected. 


We get a very important lesson from the incident 
of the “seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, who tried 
to cast out these evil spirits. “The evil Spirit an- 
swered and said, Jesus, I know, and Paul I know: 
but who are ye?” Nothing can prevail over evil 
spirits but the Supernatural Power of God. There 
are many today who are trying to “cast out” the 
evil spirits in the world, trying to make the world 
better, “safe for democracy,” or a place of “‘free- 
dom,”’ but evil spirits laugh at all such efforts, un- 
less made by true followers of the Christ, and made 
in the power of God. These “evil spirits’ know 
and fear the Lord Jesus Christ, and men like Paul 
who come in His Power, but they scorn mere pre- 
tenders. Do we not have many such “pretenders” 
today, political and religious ‘“exorcists,” who 
make a mockery and “racket” out of religion, who 
are out for the money, or notoriety, or self-glori- 
fication, who are neither genuinely converted them- 
selves, or equipped with the power of the Holy 
Spirit? John truly writes, “‘many deceivers are gone 
out into the world.” How can we know them from 
real disciples? “‘By their fruits ye shall know them”’: 
He that denieth that Jesus is the Christ is a deceiver 
and an anti-Christ. Woe to all such pretenders! It 
takes the Power of God, and the Power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to prevail over the evil 
spirits of our day as well as Paul’s day. 
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II]. Power Over Bad Books: 18-20. “Brought 
their books together and burned them.” That bon- 
fire in the streets of Ephesus is a sample of what 
should be done with millions of books today. We 
must be living in the age of which Solomon wrote 
when he said, “of the making of books there shall 
be no end.” They are streaming from the printing- 
presses of this and other countries in countless 
numbers. Many of the “Best-sellers” are filthy 
stories unfit for anyone to read: many of the 
magazines on the shelves of book stores in the 
United States are prohibited in Canada and Eng- 
land. We are filling the minds of our young people 
with trash and poison, both in our books and in 
the majority of our moving pictures. Is it any 
wonder that our land is the scene of revolting and 
shocking crimes, many of them committed by teen- 
age youths? We are sowing the seed that will bring 
forth an even worse harvest. Many of our cities 
are dangerous places to live according to the articles 
appearing in one of our popular magazines. (Which, 
by the way, is helping to spread the evils it con- 
demns by the most alluring whiskey advertise- 
ments). Why, O why, do the Christian people of 
our land not arise and build a bonfire of this filth? 
We talk a great deal about “sanitation” and have 
our “‘clean-up days,” but we let the worst of our 
filth remain where our young boys and girls can 
saturate their minds with poison. 


I wish I had space to quote from one of Robert 
McQuillen’s letters in the Charlotte Observer in 
which this noted columnist warns against this 
awful menace. Next to the curse of strong drink— 
and perhaps even ahead of it— is the curse of bad 
books. The worst part is that our people seem to 
like this sort of thing. I find them on the sick beds 
of people in the hospital and in almost every home 
I visit—or at least, a large number of homes. We 
have our pure food laws, and are careful to make 
the druggist put a “‘poison” label on bottles con- 
taining poison, but is not poisoning the mind worse 
than poisoning the body? The red skull and cross- 
bones belong on many books and magazines as 
surely as on a bottle of carbolic acid. When I was 
a boy The Youth’s Companion and St. Nicolas were 
as common as these filthy magazines, and I believe 
they were a blessing to our country. 


IV. Power Over Bad Business: 25-41. The Word 
of God is bound sooner or later to battle with bad 
business. Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen were 
engaged in such a business, making silver shrines 
for the goddess Diana, which brought them no small 
gain. 


There are many men today who are getting rich 
on the traffic in strong drink. Its worst form, be- 
cause it is legalized, is the so-called A.B.C. stores. 
One of our preachers told me recently the sad case 
of a young man in his church who has become 
manager of one of these stores, salving his con- 
science by the fact that he was engaged in a legal 
business. I am sure that Demetrius aiso was en- 
gaged in a business that was perfectly “legal” in 
a heathen city. This young man seems to feel that 
he can make enough money to change his business 
in a few years. I would like to know the sequel to 
this story, and perhaps will, some day. 


There are many other forms of ‘‘Bad Business,”’ 
and good business may be conducted in a bad way. 
The Word of God condemns all bad business, and 
all dishonesty in good business. Louis Albert Banks 
in his *“‘Soul-Winning Stories’’ relates an incident 
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which occurred in his ministry. A young couple 
were waiting to be married after service, and in 
talking to them in the parsonage before the cere- 
mony he learned their history. He found that the 
young man kept store and sold whiskey; that the 
girl would not marry him until he “signed the 
pledge.”’ In his. own touching way Dr. Banks tells 
how he led the young man and the girl both to 
Christ and he promised not merely to stop drinking 
but to never sell the stuff. He kept his promise and 
was used in a wonderful way to become a great 
leader in the church. 


Notice the subtle way in which all such business 
works. It does not come out in the open and say: 
“We are against you because you are hurting our 
business.”” No! They follow the example of Deme- 
trius and appeal to the prejudices and passion of 
the mob. Do we not hear things like this on the lips 
of advocates of liquor stores? They tell us that we 
are interfering with men’s “‘freedom’”’; that we are 
voting with the bootlegger when we vote against 
liquor stores. Bad business is shrewd and cunning. 


Would that we had some officers who could be 
at least as fair as the town clerks of this heathen 
city: he dismissed the mob. 


Lesson For March 12: Church 
Organization And Leadership 


Scripture: Acts 6:1-6; 20:17-21:6; I Corinthians 
12; I Timothy 3. Devotional Reading: Romans 12:- 
3-8. The Church is far more than an organization; 
it is an organism, a living thing, the Body of 
Christ; and all of us are members one of another. 
That which hurts one member, hurts the whole 
body; what helps one member, helps the whole 
church; and whatever helps or hurts the Church, 
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helps or hurts Christ. You cannot hurt a part of 
my body without hurting me; and you cannot hurt 
a part of the body of Christ without hurting the 
Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


But all members do not have the same office. We 
are not to be proud, thinking more highly of our- 
selves than we ought to think, for God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. There is a place 
and a work for every Christian, and we are not to 
judge the smallness or the bigness of the work. 


We are to study in our lesson the organization 
and leadership of the Early Church. We, as Presby- 
terians, feel that our form of church government 
is pre-eminently Scriptural, but we do not hold that 
it is necessary in order to have a real church, so 
we gladly recognize our sister churehes as parts 
of the Holy Catholic Church—all Evangelical De- 
nominations. 


Broadly speaking, there are three forms of 
church government: the Congregational, repre- 
sented by the Baptist and Congregational churches; 
the Episcopal, tinding its fullest development in 
the Roman Catholic Church; and the Representa- 
tive, or Presbyterian torm, or rule by Presbyters, 
and a graded system of church courts, such as the 
Session, the Presbytery, the Synod, and the General 
Assembly. 


In the Early Church there were first of all the 
Apostles. We believe that they were an extraordin- 
ary body of men, selected by the Head of the 
Church, who have no real successors. An aposile 
was one who had seen the Lord. Paul defends his 
apostolic office by showing that he had “seen the 
Lord and heard His voice. In the very naiure of 
the case, when these apostles died there could be 
none to succeed them. 


But the apostles saw to it that there were leaders 
in the church, and Paul, especially, ordained elders, 
(Bishops) and Deacons in the churches he founded 
and gave specific directions as to their qualifica- 
tions. Besides these cnosen leaders, set apart by 
the Church under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
there were diversities of gifts and many forms ot 
leadership; prophecy, ministering, teaching, ex- 
hortation, ruling, showing mercy, ete. 


Il. The Office of Deacon: Acts 6:1-6; 1 Timothy 
338-13. 


1. The origin of the office and some of the 
qualifications to be found in those who were to 
hold this position 6:1-6. 


As the church grew there was a murmuring of 
the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews because their 
widows were neglected in the daily ministrations. 
This caused the twelve to call a “Congregational 
Meeting,”’ so to speak, and explain the need for 
having some special persons to look after this 
matter. It is not reason that we should leave the 
Word of God and serve tables’; and yet it was 
very necessary that the tables be served. So they 
suggested that they look out seven men of honest 
report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom whom 
we may appoint over this business. It is worthwhile 
to look at these three qualifications, for they are 
foundational ones, and while this is elaborated 
upon by Paul in his instructions to Timothy, we find 
here the basic qualities that men must have to 
become good deacons. This division of the work 
would allow the apostles to give themselves con- 
tinually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word. 
Is it not true today that some ministers wear 
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themselves out with the secular side of church af- 
fairs and fail to have time for the all-important 
work of prayer, preaching, and pastoral work? 


Seven men were chosen and ordained with prayer 
and laying on of hands. This was a simple, but very 
impressive form of ordination. As we know, two of 
these men became very prominent in church leader- 
ship: Philip, the Evangelist, and Stephen, the first 
martyr. 


2. Qualifications as given by Paul: | Timothy 
3:8-13. These words are familiar to us for they 
are usually read whenever there is an election of 
deacons. “Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy 
of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of the faith in 
a pure conscience. And let these also first be 
proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, 
being found blameless ... Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well.’’ Our Book of Church Order 
rightly calls the office of deacons a spiritual one. 
It is so often looked upon as an office calling for 
business ability only, and we forget that the first 
deacons, and the ones described by Paul, are to be 
pre-eminently spiritually equipped men. 


Il. The Office of Elder, or Bishop, for the two 
words are synonymous, as We can casily see if we 
will compare Titus 1:5-7, and other passages. 
20:17-21:6; 1 Timothy 3:1-7. 


1. Our first selection !s Paul’s Farewell speech to 
the elders of the church at Ephesus, whom he had 
called to Miletus. 


The first part of his address is a clear vindica- 
tion of his own life and ministry among them. He 
had many a trying experience at Ephesus, and he 
describes them in these words: ‘‘Serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with many tears and 
temptations which befell me by the iying in wait of 
the Jews, and how I kept back nothing that was 
profitable to you.”” (Verses 20-21) He concludes 
with these solemn words: “Wherefore I take you 
to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men, For I have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God.’’ These words of the 
great apostle ought to be read and pondered much 
by all who preach: it is an awful responsibility, as 
well as a glorious privilege, to be a preacher of the 
Word. These words of Paul remind us. of the fare- 
well words of other men of the Bible, like Moses, 
Joshua, and Samuel. 


2. The second part of his speecn is a charge to 


these elders whom he calls overseers, or bishops. 
They are to take heed (1) to themselves, and (2) 
to the flock, to feed the church oi God which he 
hath purchased with his own blood. He warns them 
against the “grevious wolves’ who will come in, 
not sparing the flock, and also about some from 
within who will speak perverse things. There are 
always two dangers confronting the church, one 
from without, wolves in their own clothing, and 
one from within, wolves in sheep’s clothing, and 
the latter are worse than the former. The most 
dangerous enemies of the church in our time are 
those who are “boring from within,” some of them 
in our colleges and even seminaries. ‘‘Therefore 
watch and be sober.”’ 


He then commends them to God and to the word 
of his grace. The farewell scene is most heart- 
moving, and shows the love that these elders had 
for Paul. It is a scene worthy of the brush of a 
master artist; the apostle kneeling down with them 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information write to: 
G. T. Gillespie ... President 
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all as they were overcome by their emotions, weep- 
ing and kissing him. 


2. The second selection, I Timothy 3:1-7 is a 
description of the character of an elder and is 
usually read when these men are elected and 
ordained. 


A bishop, or elder, must be blameless, (without 
reproach), the husband of one wife, temperate, 
soberminded, orderly, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach, no brawler, no striker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre, but gentle, not contentious, no lover of 
money. One that ruleth his own house—not a novice 
—good testimony from them which are without. 
These need no comment. Here is indeed a high 
ideal, and one which we need to keep in mind, both 
ruling and teaching elders, or preachers, as we 
usually term these latter. 


III. Spiritual Gifts in the Church: I Corinthians 
12. The church at Corinth was particularly rich in 
Spiritual gifts. Paul makes it plain that these are 
all gifts of the same Spirit. There were divisions 
in this church and a great deal of misunderstand- 
ings and some jealousy, as we see in the first 
chapter of the epistle, 1:11-16, and other places. 
The differences, or diversities were of gifts and 
ministrations and worship. In one man the same 
Spirit may give the gift of wisdom, to another, 
knowledge, or faith, or healing, or working of 
miracles, or prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues, 
interpretation of tongues. 


He compares the church to the body, (12-26), 
and in verse 27 says ‘“‘Now ye are the body of 
Christ and members in particular.’’ If this chapte} 
had been remembered in the church it would have 
spared us many sad pages of Church History. 


The last verse is very important as it points tv 
“the more excellent way; the way of love. 
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Young People’s Department 


Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For March 
March 5: Daring Daniels 


Introduction 


Unless we young people can take a long enough 
view of the present behaviour pattern of the people 
of America to see that it is definitely unchristian 
we are going to utterly fail to serve this generation 
as well as fail ourselves to find the secret of a 
happy, successful, abundant life. 


To illustrate what I mean let me refer to some- 
thing that happened recently, and it is typical of 
what can be duplicated all over our land. A young 
fellow was talking to his mother about social drink- 
ing being the custom everywhere, and when she 
suggested that he best say no he replied: “Aw 
mother, a little social drink never hurt anybody, 
besides, do you want me to be a wet blanket? This 
veneration of young people is being brought up to 
‘earn how to handle their drinking.” At the very 
time this conversation was going on I Was in touch 
with a young man from one of our best families 
who had been taught at home to know how to 
drink and when to stop. But hardly out of the 
Westminster Fellowship age he was a hopeless 
alcoholic who had lost his job, ruined his family 
life, and tried to take his own life. Now which is 
being a real wet blanket? Merely refusing to join in 
some superficial drinking because of what people 
might think, or wrecking one life, bringing misery 
into several others, and endangering all within 
reach? Unless we young people come to realize in 
our modern world that the real wet blanket is the 
person who does not have the guts to Say no we will 
never amount to much of anything, enough less 
something for Christ. 


As soon as we begin to speak of the courage to 
say no in the face of the accepted way of doing 
things our minds immediately go to Daniel. In our 
program tonight let us take a good look at the 
way in which Daniel dared to say no. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Read Daniel 1:1-8 to get the picture, then have 
three different ones speak on the three facts in 
Daniel’s courage to say no, three things that you 
and I still must dp if we are to grow strong and 
useful in Christ. These three things are clearly 
seen in Daniel 1:8. 


1. Daniel made a definite decision in his heart. 
Daniel had been reared in a Godly, spiritual home 
in the midst of Israel. Now he was taken away 
into a foreign land where the whole custom of 
behavior was entirely different from that which he 
knew, and even though the way they lived was 
different from what Daniel had been taught the 
people seemed to do pretty well on it. Now Daniel 
was standing in the midst of this court life of 
Babylon. Not only was everybody doing different 
from what he had been taught but it was to his 
advantage to live that way in order to get ahead. 
Daniel was drawn to live just like the Babylonians 
by the very same appeals that today lead many 
young people to drink, gamble, and go with the 
gang as far as the gang goes. But Daniel made a 
decision in his heart. “He purposed in his heart 


that he would not defile himself.’’ You and I can 
never become strong and useful Christians until we 
determine in our hearts that we are going to be 
the best Christians possible and that we will not 
do, think, or say anything that will in any way 
weaken us no matter where we are, who is doing it, 
nor how much it may cost us in popularity to say 
no. 


2. Daniel made an open declaration before men. 
Daniel could have decided to steer clear of what- 
ever might defile but still go along with the gang 
and not let anybody know, especially not let the 
chief eunuch know. You know how it goes. We will 
go along with the gang but we will stop before we 
go too far, we will just hold the glass and sip a 
little, we will be a sport but be careful, we will 
stand pat but not let the boss know because he is 
a pretty fast guy. But Daniel did not keep his 
decision in his heart. He went to the prince of 
eunuchs and made an open declaration of his 
purpose to keep separate from all the things that 
defile even though it was expected of him that he 
partake. We must take our stand openly where 
men can see, and we must explain that it is for 
Christ’s sake so that men will see our good works 
and glorify the Father, not us. 


3. Daniel carried out a faithful discipline. Once 
we have made a decision for God He will watch 
to see if we are faithful and once we have made 
an open declaration the world will watch carefully 
and gleefully exploit every inconsistency. Thus, 
when we have taken our stand we must ever follow 
«a careful discipline that will keep out that which 
weakens and ever builds in that which is strong and 
true. A consistent Christian life can be had only at 
the cost of a faithful discipline, a discipline of 
Bible study, prayer, heart searching, Christian 
tellowship, and Christian service. 


Guide Posts 


Perhaps you are saying to yourself that you are 
willing to dare to be a Daniel but the behavior 
habits of our modern day are so confusing. Too 
many of them are neither all bad nor all good, and 
most cf them appear to be “tattle-tale gray.”” How 
shall we decide? If you truly believe in Christ, wish 
to fulfill His purpose in your life, and are sincere 
in your desire to decide correctiy the following 
questions prayerfully answered will most always 
lead you right. 


1. Is it right or wrong in the light of the com- 
mandments of God? 


2. Will it strengthen or weaken my own spiritual 
interest? 


3. Will it make people think more of me or less 
of me as a Christian? 


4. Will it help somebody else to be better or 
might it cause someone to stumble and fall? 


5. Can Christ do it with me and be pleased? 
Suggestions 


Have the leader introduce the program with 
introduction above, follow with study of Daniel 
i:8, then have the group use the dialogue of Pres- 
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byterian Youth to see how complex it gets in our 
modern world, and close by leaving the questions 
above with the group. 


March 12: The Call Of The Bells 
Call To Worship: Isaiah 58:13-15 and Isaiah 55:6-8. 
Hymn: “Safely Through Another Week.” 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 4:16-21. 


Evening Prayer. 
Hymn: “This Is A Day That The Lord Hath Made.” 


Leaders Introduction 

One day in seven we do not have to work nor 
go to school, and on that day the bells call us to 
Church for worship. Our country was founded by 
those who felt that the keeping of this one day in 
seven was tremendously important—important for 
the welfare of the individual and important for the 
welfare of the nation. Today churches dot our land 
so that there is hardly any place in America but 
what those who wish to go to church can get to 
some church. 


But today only 10 percent of our people go to 
church in the morning, only 2 percent go to church 
at night, and all during the rest of the day even 
those who have been to church live and play and 
work as if Sunday were just like any other day. 
Whatever Sunday should mean and however it 
should be spent, today in America it does not 
mean too much. Tonight we are going to begin at 
the beginning and see why we have such a day set 
apart, how God expects us to use it, and how we 
can make it mean the most for us and for others. 


Speaker: What is this day that we are talking 
about? Read Questions and Answers 57 and 58 in 
Shorter Catechism. 


Scripture No. 1: The Sabbath is a monument to 
creation. Read Genesis 1:31-2:3. Every time that 
Sunday comes around and we rest from our daily 
grind the very presence of that day reminds us 
that the world and we did not just happen on the 
scene. We live in a world that God has made. We 
did not make ourselves, but we are the creatures 
of God. Since God made the world and us it stands 
to reason that we can not long abide in God’s 
universe unless we find out His purpose in making 
vs and then co-operate in fulfilling that purpose. 
Every Sunday reminds us that God created the 
world and man and challenges us to find out why. 


Scripture No. 2: The Sabbath is a mercy for 
Man. Read Exdous 20:8-11. God worked six days in 
creating the world and He rested on the seventh 
day; therefore God commands man to work six 
days a week and to rest on the seventh. This is not 
a galling commandment, but it is a command that 
God has given in mercy for man’s body must rest 
or go to pleces. 


Scripture No. 3: The Sabbath is a model of how 
Christ lived. Read Luke 4:16. When Christ was on 
earth there were many things in the life and 
ministiy of the Synagogue with which He did not 
agree and many things that no doubt were of little 
interest to Him. Yet we read that He went “as His 
custom was.’’ It was His custom to rest and worship 
on the Sabbath even as God rested after His labors. 
To follow Christ we must follow Him in regular 
worship. 


Scripture No. 4: The Sabbath is a memorial to a 
New Creation begun. Read Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 15: 
1-2; Rev. 1:10, Shorter Catechism, Question 59. 
In the days of the Old Covenant the seventh day 
was the day chosen and set apart by God as the 
Sabbath. It was a memorial of a work of creation 
finished and it called for a cessation of all work 
under the compulsion of the civil law of Israel. 
This Sabbath and this law were but a foreshadow 
of the true which was to come in Christ. After 
Christ died and rose again we find that the early 
church began to worship on the first day of the 
week, our Sunday, instead of Saturday. This has 
come to be known as the Christian Sabbath, be- 
cause it carries forward the abiding principle of 
the Sabbath but adds the new and deeper truth of 
the work of Christ. Probably we are more correct 
in referring to it as the Lord’s Day. It is a day that 
is a memorial to a new creation begun when Christ 
began to build His new creation, the church, and 
it calls for a cessation from daily work in order 
that the day may be devoted to spiritual activity 
and service under the compulsion of the Spirit that 
dwells in the hearts of all who believe. 


Speaker: What is the manner of observance of 
the Sabbath? Read Shorter Catechism, questions 
60, 61, 62. 


They tell us that in early New England it was 
a violation for a man to kiss his wife on Sunday. 
Such extremes in the last generation led to the 
idea that to do nothing is to observe the Sabbath. 
Most people list a lot of things that we can’t do 
cn Sunday, and say that if we don’t do these things 
we are keeping the Sabbath. You can take a list 
oi things that you must not do as long as your arm 
and not do a one of them, and stil! never keep’ the 
Sabbath. 


Sabbath observance is doing on Sunday what 
God wants you to do. And if you do what God 
wants you to do you won’t have any time left over 
io do the things that you should not. But you can 
just sit and twiddle your thumbs al! day and not do 
a Single sin, and still not keep the Sabbath if you 
did not do what God wants. How then shall we 
observe the day? What is the Christian use of the 
Sabbath? 


It must be a day of rest from the daily routine. 
We travel at a fast clip these days and the many 
people dropping off from heart attacks remind us 
that we are living too fast. There must be a day 
when we slow down and rest our bodies. It makes 
for better health, better morals, better work done 
during the week, and less emotional and nervous 
upsets. 


It must be a day of worship. We must take time 
off to let our souls catch up with our bodies. We 
must come apart for worship and that means 
gathering for worship in the House of God to have 
the Word of God preached from the Book. Those 
who can worship on the eighteenth green, don’t. 


It must be a day of service. We must serve the 
needs of life, providing food and the other neces- 
sities. And we must serve the needs of personality. 
We serve our own needs when we go to church 
and Sunday school, both morning and night. In the 
afternoon we should serve the needs of others. In 
some cases that will mean visiting the sick and 
lonely. It may mean calling on friends who do not 
know Christ to witness to them of His saving 
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power. It may mean working in a rescue mission or 
in an outpost Chapel. 


Leader: We see then that the Sabbath is written 
into the heart of our life to remind us that God is 
the Creator of all things, that in merey He has 
decreed a day of rest for us. And when we come 
to Christ we see that not only do we have a day 
of rest but it is also a day of opportunity to grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and to teach others for Him. If we will get 
up in the morning and go to Sunday school and 


chureh, rest some after lunch, and then go out 
to bring comfort and cheer to the sick and lonely, 
or salvation to the lost, or loving service to those 
who have no church, then we will keep the Lord’s 
Day holy and will have no problems about what 
we can do and can’t do. If we don’t want to do 
these things, then it is no problem at all for what- 
ever we do or don’t do we won’t be keeping the 
Lord’s day. 


Closing Hymn: “O Day Of Rest And Gladness.” 
The Benediction. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Day Of Prayer For Schools And Colleges 
February 19, 1950 
Let Each One Remember To Pray For Students 
Training In Our Schools And Colleges 
EEE EL EE 


Day Of Prayer For Students 
By Mary Boney“ 


The Day of Prayer for Students comes at a time 
(the third Sunday in February each year) when 
most students are away from their home churches. 
What, then, can be done in a chureh to make this 
day a meaningful one? 


The first and chief contribution that can be 
made by a church is that of prayer: sincere, 
earnest, specific prayer. In church school classes, 
youth groups, and public worship services, those 
who are in schools and colleges may be remembered 
particularly on this day with the expression of 
gratitude and petition to God. Thanks may be 
offered for the opportunity students have of con- 
tinuing the search for truth, with the request that 
all their searching may lead them closer to Him 
who said, “I am the truth.” Prayer may include 
gratitude for those of especially strong Christian 
character, and the petition may be made that the 
tinest and ablest may be led to dedicate themselves 
in service through church-centered occupations. 
Prayers should include the asking for God’s 
strengthening help with problems students face: 
problems of homesickness, of lack of money, of 
fear of academic failure, of unsatisfactory relation- 
ships with friends, of doubts and imsecurity, of 
frustrations and disappointments. The Christian 
witness of church young people should be remem- 
bered, asking God to make their influence felt 
positively in leading to Christ those who have not 
accepted Him, and in encouraging Christians to 
keep up the practices of daily prayer and Bible 
reading and of church attendance. “You can do 
more than pray after you’ve prayed, but you can- 
not do more than pray until you’ve prayed.” 


A check might be made at this time on the effort 
being made to keep in touch with students who are 
away. Students who receive chureh bulletins 
regularly usually read them more avidly than they 


ever did when at home! The mailing of Day by Day 
to students encourages them in their efforts to 
begin or to keep up a time for daily devotions. A 
subscription to a church paper keeps them informed 
about their denomination while they are in school. 
Sending names of students to college churches 
insures a special effort on the part of those 
churches to reach students while they are in the 
college community. The temptations to take a 
vacation from Sunday school and church or to 
become a “church tramp” are strong ones, and 
every possible effort should be made to encourage 
students to settle down in one church for their 
college life. 


As summer plans are being made, a letter might 
be written telling students of vacation activities. 
This letter could include information about con- 
ferences which they may attend, vacation schools 
and church day camps in which they may help, and 
the summer programs for the young people of their 
age group. 


February 19, then, may be a significant day for 
churches and for students if the petition, “Lord, 
bless our students,” is translated into definite 
thanksgiving and intercession for particular cir- 
cumstances, and if praying leads to action. 


*Miss Boney is a member of the Faculty of Agnes 
Scott College, Decatur, Ga., teaching in the Depart- 
ment of Bible and serving as advisor to the Chris- 
tian Association on the campus. 


THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
February 24, 1950 


How great is your faith in prayer? There are 
many today who believe it is “‘the mightiest force 
in the world.’”’ The World Day of Prayer gives ex- 
pression to such a faith. It is observed annually and 
is sponsored nationally by the United Council of 
Church Women and locally by the Council of 
Church Women, if there is one, or by church 
leaders of the community working together. 


The World Day of Prayer last year was observed 
in 86 countries and the program was translated in 
raore than sixty languages. Services were held in 
over ten thousand communities in the United States 
alone. The offerings received on that one day sup- 
port six great missionary projects at home and 
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abroad. Last year the offerings totaled over $250,- 
000.00. 


There is reason to believe that on February 24 
millions of women in ninety countries will kneel at 
the altar of God to pray. “More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of.”’ On that day 
unceasing prayer will span the earth, beginning as 
the sun rises on the Fiji Islands near the inter- 
national date line, and continuing westward until 
the Amen is sung in the cold Arctic more than 
twenty-four hours later. Attend the service in your 
community and spend a part of the day in this uni- 
versal service of prayer and worship. 


“THEY AND I ARE STRONGER” 
Report Of The World Day Of Prayer 


Mboi, Congo, in 1949. 


On the morning of Friday, the 4th, the World 
Day of Prayer, the women came to my house, wrote 
Mrs. George Watt, after the early morning prayer- 
service. They took the prettiest of the potted plants 
and carried them on their heads to decorate the 
church, where each flower was carefully placed in 
the center of each opening in the wall. Their parts 
ot the program were prepared, their offerings put 
aside, and their clothes clean and ready. But, an 
hour before the time, the rain came down. It was 
one of those long-drawn-out rains that chill one 
through and through. I put on my rain-togs and 
paddled through the main village street and the 
women would call out through the little doorways, 
‘“‘Mamu, its cold and wet. What shall we do?” I 
suggested that we wait for another day. Saturday 
is market day and the corn and manioc bought 
that day must be pounded into flour before Sun- 
day. Extra water must be carried so that the 
Sabbath may be a day of rest. So, we. decided to 
meet on Monday. 


I don’t think a single woman or girl stayed away, 
if it were possible for her to come. There must 
have been 150 there besides toddlers and babes in 
arms. The potted plants and the flowers from the 
garden made things look sweet. They came eagerly 
and ready in heart—so our prayer-service Was a 
help to us all. 


We recited the 121st Psalm in unison and it is 
beautiful in Tshiluba as it is in English. The twelve 
girls who are the nucleus for Mboi’s future home- 
makers, sang “‘I must tell Jesus.’’ The offering, for 
City Bible Women in Leopoldville, was a good one 
and the first ever taken at our service on this day. 


The Prayers, though, meant most of all. I believe 
that all who were chosen to lead are second-genera- 
tion Christians and they know what prayer means. 
They falter and fail, as we all do, but they count 
on prayer. So, they came to The Throne of Grace 
with Confession, with Thanksgiving and with heart- 
felt Petitions. They prayed for our evangelists in 
the out-stations, for our families, for the Belgian 
Government and for all Christian women. And 
through it all was prayer for ourselves that we 
might be faithful and diligent as Christians and in 
telling others of our Saviour. 


The toddlers toddled and the babes in arms 
weren’t always quiet. The song leader started “Just 
as I Am” on the wrong tune but someone in the 
audience started the right one, and they sang it so 
feelingly. 


School Bus For Sale 


1946 Chevrolet School Bus, 24-passenger, ex- : 


cellent condition. Will sacrifice for quick sale. 
; Contact Glen Raven Cotton Mills, 
Glen Raven, N. C. 


The same women brought the potted plants back 
home and then went back to their mud houses and 
to the supper to be cooked over the open fires. I’m 
sure, though, that they and I are stronger because 
of this special prayer time. 


The World Day of Prayer this year is February 
24. The service is one in which every woman may 
find a blessing. Learn of the meeting in your com- 
munity and plan to attend and encourage others to 
attend. 


LET’S GO! 


Under the title “‘Let’s Go” the Division of Negro 
Work, Board of Church Extension, has prepared a 
program to be used in local Churches, Sunday 
School Departments, Classes, Men’s, Women’s and 
Young People’s Groups. This program is for use 
during the week of February 12-18, set aside by 
the General Assembly of 1949 as Negro Work 
Week. “‘There is an urgency about Negro Work. 
Kducation for the Negro is here. There is even 
greater need that they be reached for and trained 
ior Christ.” These are statements made by the 
Secretary of this Division, the Reverend Alex. R. 
Batchelor. 


Copies of this program folder have been widely 
distributed to those responsible for planning its 
use as well as to those who will co-operate and 
encourage the observance of this important week 
in our church calendar. For further information 
write: Division of Negro Work, Board of Church 
Extension, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 36 Hunter 
Street, S.W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Prayer And Personal Work 


Christian Witnessing must begin first by prayer. 
We must first be sure of our own self. People must 
be won by love and kindness. We must let them 
know we are interested in them. So many times 
someone is just waiting for a word from some one. 
An experience of mine has meant much to me. One 
particular woman who attended church regularly, 
also general and circle meetings was not a member 
of the church. I thought some one would speak to 
her sometime about it. Time went on and no one 
did. I was very much interested in her and just 
kept praying about it, hoping some one would speak 
to her. One day at my work I walked around 


thinking and praying. Then, just like a flash some- 


thing just pulled me to this woman. Before I hardly 
realized what was happening I was talking with her. 
She was so happy to know I cared that much for 
her and had been waiting all that time for someone 
to ask her to join the church. This taught me to not 
leave to the other person the work to do, but to be 
willing to say to God ‘“‘Thy will be done” and really 
mean it. —A Church Woman. 
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WRITK FQR AZ? C4z/dren Love These Stories! 


Two Beautiful Books 
Our Written and Designed 
for the Younger Child 


NEW 


226 Simply-Told Stories for Ages 3 to 8 


Your young child can readily understand these stories 
which Miss Schoolland tells with unsurpassed simplicity and 
clarity while retaining the true purpose end dignity of the 
original Bible account. Exciting original color pictures 
especially painted by Dirk Gringhuis for the young child 
illustrate favorite stories; the book is sturdily bound, attrac- 
tively jacketed and contains 345 pages. It is easier to 
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of the Bible Stories than with any other collection. 
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A First Bible Story Reader 
for the Young Child 


63 All-time favorite Bible stories reverently and simp! 
Kk told in excellent, simplified text. Illustrated in fuil 
color, 128 pages, 6x9” size. 
This different, carefully designed Bible story reader 
OF captures the heart of every young child. The 63 Old 
and New Testament stories are short, simple, direct and 
8) li | always true to the Bible. Twelve full-page, full-color 
vange 1Cca pictures by Dirk Gringhuis have all the exciting appeal 
of full-color paintings. The type is large, clear and 


BOOKS readable for the beginner. Here is the ideal Bible story 
book to introduce the Bible to the young child. 


“Surpasses them all.”— 


ad SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


—— 
| 
CPG] | 
Of GISLE STORIES 
child with this version 
i 
$1.50 


Page 16 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 15, 1950 


abroad. Last year the offerings totaled over $250,- 
000.00. 


There is reason to believe that on February 24 
millions of women in ninety countries will kneel at 
the altar of God to pray. “More things are wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of.’’ On that day 
unceasing prayer will span the earth, beginning as 
the sun rises on the Fiji-Islands near the inter- 
national date line, and continuing westward until 
the Amen is sung in the cold Arctic more than 
twenty-four hours later. Attend the service in your 
community and spend a part of the day in this uni- 
versal service of prayer and worship. 


“THEY AND I ARE STRONGER” 
Report Of The World Day Of Prayer 


Mboi, Congo, in 1949. 


On the morning of Friday, the 4th, the World 
Day of Prayer, the women came to my house, wrote 
Mrs. George Watt, after the early morning prayer- 
service. They took the prettiest of the potted plants 
and carried them on their heads to decorate the 
church, where each flower was carefully placed in 
the center of each opening in the wall. Their parts 
ot the program were prepared, their offerings put 
aside, and their clothes clean and ready. But, an 
hour before the time, the rain came down. It was 
one of those long-drawn-out rains that chill one 
through and through. I put on my rain-togs and 
paddled through the main village street and the 
women would call out through the little doorways, 
‘“‘Mamu, its cold and wet. What shall we do?” I 
suggested that we wait for another day. Saturday 
is market day and the corn and manioc bought 
that day must be pounded into flour before Sun- 
day. Extra water must be carried so that the 
Sabbath may be a day of rest. So, we decided to 
meet on Monday. 


I don’t think a single woman or gir! stayed away, 
if it were possible for her to come. There must 
have been 150 there besides toddlers and babes in 
arms. The potted plants and the flowers from the 
garden made things look sweet. They came eagerly 
and ready in heart—so our prayer-service Was a 
help to us all. 


We recited the 121st Psalm in unison and it is 
beautiful in Tshiluba as it is in English. The twelve 
girls who are the nucleus for Mboi’s future home- 
makers, sang “‘I must tell Jesus.’’ The offering, for 
City Bible Women in Leopoldville, was a good one 
and the first ever taken at our service on this day. 


The Prayers, though, meant most of all. I believe 
that all who were chosen to lead are second-genera- 
tion Christians and they know what prayer means. 
They falter and fail, as we all do, but they count 
on prayer. So, they came to The Throne of Grace 
with Confession, with Thanksgiving and with heart- 
felt Petitions. They prayed for our evangelists in 
the out-stations, for our families, for the Belgian 
Government and for all Christian women. And 
through it all was prayer for ourselves that we 
might be faithful and diligent as Christians and in 
telling others of our Saviour. 


The toddlers toddled and the babes in arms 
weren't always quiet. The song leader started “Just 
as I Am” on the wrong tune but someone in the 
audience started the right one, and they sang it so 
feelingly. 


{ School Bus For Sale 


| 1946 Chevrolet School Bus, 24-passenger, ex- 
cellent condition. Will sacrifice for quick sale. 
Contact Glen Raven Cotton Mills, 

Glen Raven, N. C. 


The same women brought the potted plants back 
home and then went back to their mud houses and 
to the supper to be cooked over the open fires. I’m 
sure, though, that they and I are stronger because 
of this special prayer time. 


The World Day of Prayer this year is February 
24. The service is one in which every woman may 
find a blessing. Learn of the meeting in your com- 
munity and plan to attend and encourage others to 
attend. 


LET’S GO! 


Under the title *‘Let’s Go” the Division of Negro 
Work, Board of Church Extension, has prepared a 
program to be used in local Churches, Sunday 
School Departments, Classes, Men’s, Women’s and 
Young People’s Groups. This program is for use 
during the week of February 12-18, set aside by 
the General Assembly of 1949 as Negro Work 
Week. “There is an urgency about Negro Work. 
Education for the Negro is here. There is even 
greater need that they be reached for and trained 
ior Christ.”” These are statements made by the 
Secretary of this Division, the Reverend Alex. R. 
Batchelor. 


Copies of this program folder have been widely 
distributed to those responsible for planning its 
use as well as to those who will co-operate and 
encourage the observance of this important week 
in our church calendar. For further information 
write: Division of Negro Work, Board of Church 
Extension, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 36 Hunter 
Street, S.W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Prayer And Personal Work 


Christian Witnessing must begin first by prayer. 
We must first be sure of our own self. People must 
be won by love and kindness. We must let them 
know we are interested in them. So many times 
someone is just waiting for a word from some one. 
An experience of mine has meant much to me. One 
particular woman who attended church regularly, 
also general and circle meetings was not a member 
of the church. I thought some one would speak to 
her sometime about it. Time went on and no one 
did. I was very much interested in her and just 
kept praying about it, hoping some one would speak 
to her. One day at my work I walked around 
thinking and praying. Then, just like a flash some- 
thing just pulled me to this woman. Before I hardly 
realized what was happening I was talking with her. 
She was so happy to know I cared that much for 
her and had been waiting all that time for someone 
to ask her to join the church. This taught me to not 
leave to the other person the work to do, but to be 
willing to say to God “Thy will be done” and really 
mean it. —A Church Woman. 


Cos 
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Two Beautiful Books 
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226 Simply-Told Stories for Ages 3 to 8 


Your young child can readily understand these stories 
which Miss Schoolland tells with unsurpassed simplicity and 
clarity while retaining the true purpose end dignity of the 
original Bible account. Exciting original color pictures 
especially painted by Dirk Gringhuis for the young child 
illustrate favorite stories; the book is sturdily bound, attrac- 
tively jacketed and contains 345 pages. It is easier to 
hold the attention of a four-year-old child with this version 
of the Bible Stories than with any other collection. 


A First Bible Story Reader 
for the Young Child 


63 All-time favorite Bible stories reverently and simp!’ 
told in excellent, simplified text. Illustrated in fuil 
color, 128 pages, 6x9" size. 

This different, carefully designed Bible story reader 

OF captures the heart of every young child. The 63 Old 

and New Testament stories are short, simple, direct and 

8) li | always true to the Bible.. Twelve full-page, full-color 

vange ica pictures by Dirk Gringhuis have all the exciting appeal 

of full-color paintings. The type is large, clear and 

BOOKS readable for the beginner. Here is the ideal Bible story 
book to introduce the Bible to the young child. 
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MISS SARAH ANDERSON 


New Director For Camp Montreat 


Montreat, N. C.—Miss Sarah Anderson has been 
appointed Director of Camp Montreat, according 
to an announcement made here by Dr. J. Rupert 
McGregor, President of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation. 


Coming to Montreat from Jackson, Miss., where 
she had been serving as field representative of Bel- 
haven College, Miss Anderson began her camp 
duties in November, building toward capacity en- 
rollment for the opening of the camp in June. 


Having served two years as Head Counselor at 
the Montreat Camp for Girls, Miss Anderson is not 
new to the work she will now direct. A native of 
Mississippi, Miss Anderson is a graduate of Bel- 
haven College, where she was elected to Who’s Who 
in American Colleges and Universities. After serv- 
ing as Director of Religious Education in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Meridian, Miss., and in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Ga., Miss 
Anderson spent five months in Europe in 1948, and 
upon her return became field representative for her 
alma mater. 


Active in young people’s work in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S., Miss Anderson served on the 
Mississippi Synod’s Youth Council four years, was 
president of the Mississippi Westminster (College 
Students) Fellowship, president of the Assembly’s 
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Westminster Fellowship, and was president of the 
Christian Association at Belhaven College. 


Her camping experience dates back to her own 
camp days when she found especial interest in 
horseback riding. Preceding her work as Head 
Counselor at Camp Montreat, she served as a coun- 
selor. The camp program planned for the coming 
season is replete with the most modern and ap- 
proved camping schedules. 


Montreat Summer Conferences 
Conference Hall 


Montreat, N. C.—One wing of the conference 
hall which has been erected on the site of the old 
Alba Hotel here will be ready for occupancy in 
the 1950 conference season, if plans of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association avail. 


Requests for room reservations for the several 
conferences already are being received, and filled, 
according to Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, President of 
the Association. To facilitate this work, he suggests 
that detailed information, or requests for room 
reservations at the Assembly Inn, College Hall, 
Lookout Lodge, World Fellowship Building and 
Conference Hall, be obtained by writing to Mon- 
treat Hotels, Montreat, N. C. 


It is the policy of the Montreat Hotels that a 
deposit of $5.00 per person accompany each request 
for reservation. This deposit will not be refunded 
unless notice of cancellation is received thirty 
days prior to the date of the reservation. Summer 
rates are: 


Assembly Inn, $5.00 to $7.00 per person, per day, 
American plan. 

College Hall, $1.50 to $2.00 per person, per day. 

Fellowship Hall, $1.50 to $2.00 per person, per day. 

Lookout Lodge, $1.00 per person, per day. 

— Hall, $1.50 to $2.50 per person, per 
ay. 


College Hall, Fellowship Hall, Lookout Lodge and 
Conference Hall all are within easy reach of the 
Cafeteria where meals may be secured at reason- 
able rates. 


The summer gate fee, which amounts to 40 cents 
per person, per day, will avail. 


A dozen summer hotels, or boarding houses, are 
located on the Montreat grounds, but are not in- 
cluded among the Montreat Hotels. Those desiring 
room reservations in these are asked to write direct- 
ly to the desired boarding house. These and their 
managers are as follows: Hamilton Lodge, Mrs. C. 
T. Hamilton, Gaffney, S. C.; Glen Rock Inn, Mrs. 
C. T. Welch, Bishopville, S. C.; Merrick Place, Miss 
Ruth Merrick, Montreat, N. C.; Geneva Hall, Mrs. 
R. T. Coit, Montreat, N. C.; South Carolina Home, 
Mrs. M. R. Kirkpatrick, Goodwater, Ala.; Burwell 
Cottage, Mrs. H. W. Burwell, Montreat, N. C.; 
Umarest Cottage, Mrs. Annie Godwin, Godwin, N. 
C.; Florida Home, Mrs. A. A. McLeod, Bartow, 
Fla.; Cottage Comfy, Mrs. A. H. Wherry, Route 4, 
Chester, S. C.; Bridges Lodge, Mrs. B. C. Crawford, 
Box 61, Ponte Verde Beach, Fla.; Mapelton, Miss 
Nannie Watkins, Box 5, Montreat, N. C., and Estes 
Cottage, Mrs. Frank B. Estes, Orangeburg, S. C. 


The summer conference season will open June 
27, to continue through August 27, and the schedule 
is as follows: 
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Foreign Mission Appointees Institute: June 27 - 
August 9. 
Presbyterian Educational Association of the South: 
June 28 - July 2. 
Young Adult Conference: June 29 - July 3. 
Women’s Training School: July 5 - July 12. 
Men’s Conference: July 13 - July 17. 
Sunday School Superintendents: July 13 - July 17. 
Directors of Religious Education: July 13 - July 17. 
Leadership Training School: July 18 - July 27. 
Young People’s Conference: July 27 - August 3. 
Evangelism Conference: July 27 - August 3. 
Foreign Mission Conference: August 3 - August 9. 
Institute of Theology: August 10-20. 
Stated Clerks’ Association. 
Ministers’ Wives’ Forum. 
Home Mission Conference: August 21 - August 27. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Reidsville, N. C. 


The Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Reidsville, N. C., was observed 
on Sunday, January 15, 1950. The local Church is 
the result of early missionary work by Rev. Jacob 
Doll, who began regular preaching in the homes 
and public places in 1872. The congregation was 
formally organized on January 15, 1875, by a com- 
mission of Orange Presbytery. The Rev. Jacob Doll 
was called to be minister for a half of his time. He 
moved to Reidsville in the spring of 1875 and 
served faithfully until his death in April, 1878. 
The Rev. D. I. Craig began his ministry here on 
July 1, 1878, and continued until he resigned on 
July 1, 1921, having served exactly 43 years. At 
this time he became pastor emeritus. He was ably 
assisted by his son, Rev. Carl B. Craig, who acted 
as co-pastor during the years 1915-1918. Since 
January 15, 1922, Rev. Marion S. Huske has been 
pastor. 


The Church has enjoyed a steady growth since 
its organization and has a complete plant for the 
rendering of service to the community. Two col- 
onies have gone off to found churches of their own. 
In 1909 a group of members withdrew and formed 
the Greenwood Church. During the year 1949 a 
group of 66 members withdrew to form the Hill- 
view Church on Grooms Road. The Church has 
sent out five of its choice young men into the gos- 
pel ministry who are now occupying positions of 
great usefulness. ~- 


The celebration was featured by Anniversary 
Sermons By Dr. W. T. Thompson, D.D., of Rich- 
mond, Va. 


The Church enters upon its new era with pros- 
pects of greater usefulness and growth than at any 
time. in its history. 


Report Of The Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its Jan- 
uary Adjourned Meeting at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Thomasville, N. C., on January 17, 1950, 
with 19 ministers and 14 ruling elders present. The 
meeting was opened with a devotional service con- 
ducted by Dr. Julian Lake, the new minister of the 
First Church of Winston-Salem, N. C. The Rev. 
E. H. Gartrell was the Moderator. 


The Rev. W. R. Smith, Jr., was received from 
the Presbytery of Roanoke and will assume the 
duties of Executive Secretary of this Presbytery. 
The Rev. George Staples was received from the 
Presbytery of East Hanover. Mr. Staples will be- 
come the first pastor of the newly organized Church 
in the Ardmore section of Winston-Salem. This 
Church was recently organized with a membership 
of about 140, a colony from the First Church. Since 
the last Stated Meeting the Rev. Julian Lake has 
been installed as Pastor of the Winston-Salem First 
Church, and the Rev. Sinclair Tebo as Pastor of 
the Reynolda Church. 


Among the interesting features of this meeting 
were addresses by Dr. D. J. Cumming, Educational 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions, and Mr. 
C. W. Gilchrist, representing the Board of Queens 
College. 


The following commissioners were elected to the 
next General Assembly: Ministers: Revs. Ralph 
Ritchie (Elkin), Hardin A. King (Lexington), prin- 
cipals, with Morris D. Warren (Winston-Salem), 
and Julian Lake (Winston-Salem), alternates. Rul- 
ing Elders: Principals: Ernest Harrell (Thomas- 
ville First), John W. Moore (Winston-Salem First). 
Alternates: W. M. Rankin (Ardmore), and J. K. 
Smith (Pilot Mountain). 


The Presbytery approved the amendments to the 
Book of Church Order sent down by the last Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


The next Stated Meeting will be held on April 
18, 1950, at the First Presbyterian Church, North 
Wilkesboro. 

J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Waughtown Presbyterian Church 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Waughtown Presbyterian Church of Winston- 
Salem, N. C., Rev. Robert Potter, Minister. On 
October 18-30, 1949, a Visitation Preaching Meet- 
ing was held in this Church with Reverend John C. 
Ramsay directing the meeting. Mr. Ramsay is evan- 
gelist at large over our whole Church. Rev. Thomas 
Bryan, of an adjoining Church, and the local choir 
assisted in the direction of the meeting. The nearby 
Moravian Church’s pastor brought his whole con- 
gregation one Sunday night. The high school music 
director generously brought his large group of chor- 
isters one night and furnished vocal numbers. 


Each evening the excellent group of personal 
workers, who have been meeting for more than two 
years, with several others who volunteered, met 
around 6:00 o’clock each evening for prayer and 
special instruction, and around 6:30 o’clock the 
group paired off in teams and by a careful selec- 
tion from a host of prospects made by the pastor, 
visited homes. The total visits made were 95. The 
total decisions recorded were 26. One man 80 years 
of age who had been an inebriate until seven years 
before made a wonderful profession of faith and 
was baptized. There were 14 homes who signed for 
new family altars and 13 individuals who signed as 
new tithers. Though it rained three of the closing 
nights the average attendance during the 13 days 
was 8&5 at the services. The most important factor 
in the meetings was the felt presence of the Holy 
Spirit. The meetings of personal workers were 
especially marked by a spiritual atmosphere that 
was unusual. 


| 
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Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in a nine-hour session 
held on Tuesday, January 17, 1950, in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Albemarle, N. C., approved 
petitions for the organization of two Churches: 
The McQuay Memorial with seventy petitioners 
and one hundred and eight were asking to become 
charter members of a Church in Smallwood Homes, 
both in Charlotte. Three ministers were received 
and commissions appointed to install them as pas- 
tors: Rey. G. Dana Waters, from Atlanta Presby- 
tery, who becomes pastor of the West Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in Charlotte; Rev. Olin M. White- 
ner, from Wilmington Presbytery, becomes pastor 
of Charlotte’s Camp Greene Presbyterian Church; 
and Rev. W. J. Huneycutt, of Bethel Presbytery, is 
pastor-elect of the Altan and Bethany Churches of 
Union County. 

Rev. J. Walton Stewart, Jr., pastor of the Plaza 
Presbyterian Church, succeeded Rev. R. L. McBath, 
of Ellerbe, as moderator of the 187th stated ses- 
sion. 

The pastoral relations between Rev. George 
Houck and the Biscoe Church were dissolved in 
order that he might give his entire time to the 
Macedonia and Candor Presbyterian Churches. Rev. 
Ben. F. Moore, host pastor, welcomed the Presby- 
tery and gave the history of the fifty-two-year-old 
organization from eleven members meeting in the 
Masonic Hal! to the present membership of 432. 


Col. J. Norman Pease presented the goals of the 
financial campaign for Queens College—the imme- 
diate amount sought is $1,000,000.00 with an ulti- 
mate goal of $1,900,000.00. Percentages were 
adopted for the previously adopted benevolent bud- 
get of $329,414.00. Effective resolutions on Evan- 
gelism were adopted. 


Fourteen commissioners with their alternates 
were elected to the General Assembly. Dr. Hugh 
Bradley brought a message on Foreign Missions 
showing the trends in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church towards the foreign mission enterprise. 


The invitation of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hamlet was accepted as the place of the next 
session to be held on April 18, 1950, at 9:00 A.M. 
Rev. S. M. Inman, pastor of the Selwyn Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, was nominated as moderator. 
The proposed plan of reorganization, presented by 
Dr. James A. Jones, was approved with slight ex- 
ceptions and will be considered again in the April 
Meeting. Drastic changes are proposed to have the 
organization conform to that of the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Knoxville Presbytery Organizes 
Nonaburg Church 


Knoxville Presbytery in a called session organ- 
ized Nonaburg Presbyterian Church on January 
22, 1950. There were eight professions of faith, six 
reaffirmations, and sixteen transfers of member- 
ships. The new congregation elected Messrs. Albert 
Bane, Arvil Key, and Robert Derrick, as ruling 
elders, and Presbytery so ordained and installed 
them. Rev. Paul M. Levengood, of Etowah, who 
has worked this field for two years, received a un- 
animous call and was installed as pastor. 


Nonaburg is in the knob country of Southeast 
Tennessee, between Englewood and Tellico Plains. 
This is the fifth Church organized by Knoxville 
Presbytery in as many months. 
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Southern Presbyterians Help DPs 


Of particular interest to members of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church is the news from Jack 
Etheridge, this body’s representative in Church 
World Service’s Displaced Persons Work in Eu- 
rope, who reports that due to efforts of Southern 
Presbyterians 500 DPs are now waiting to be pro- 
cessed in Frankfort, Germany, after which pro- 
cedure they will move to new homes in this coun- 
try. They are of varying nationalities. 


According to Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chair- 
man of Overseas Relief Work in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, commitment has been made for 
1,000 assurances and the 500 now waiting to be 
processed represents a big step toward reaching 
the goal. 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in stated 
winter meeting in the Woodlawn Church, Corpus 
Christi, Tex., January 10-11, 1950, with fifty-four 
ministers and thirty-nine ruling elders present. 


Rev. Hubert H. Hopper was elected Moderator; 
Rev. J. Kelly Neal, Temporary Clerk; and Rev. 
Geo. B. Williams, Jr., Reading Clerk. 


Pastoral relations were dissolved (including a 
called meeting December 23, 1949), as follows: 
Rev. R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., and the Edinburg 
Church in order that Mr. Jablonowski might accept 
a call to the Broadway Church in Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Rev. James L. Spencer and the Laredo Church in 
order that Mr. Spencer might accept a call to the 
Memorial Church, San Augustine, Tex.; Dr. Stephen 
B. Williams and the Yoakum Church. 


‘Rev. R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of Mid-Tex., and Rev. James L. 
Spencer to the Presbytery of Brazos. Dr. Stephen 
B. Williams was placed on the roll of honorably 
retired ministers. 


Rev. Frank L. Crown, missionary pastor of the 
Port Aransas Church, accepted a call to the Crysta! 
City Church, and will be Installed February 26. 


Messrs. James Campbell, of the Yorktown 
Church; George Alexander of the Harlandale 
Church, San Antonio; and James B. Van Vieck, 
Jr., of the Natalia Church, were received under the 
care of Presbytery as candidates for the ministry. 
Candidate Thomas P. Lovett was dismissed to the 
Ouachita Presbytery. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly were 
elected as follows: Rev. Frank L. Crown, Rev. John 
P. Minter, Rev. Burton Riddle, Rev. Sam B. Hil! 
and Rev. J. A. Reed; Ruling Elders E. W. Staples, 
Robert F. McCampbell, John R. Polhamus, Wait A. 
Ramsey and E. M. Brownlee. 


Rev. John P. Minter, of Soochow, Ku., China, 


addressed the Presbytery on Tuesday evening, and 
an hour and a half forum on Religious Education 
was held Wednesday morning. 


The next stated meeting will convene in the 
Highland Park Church, San Antonio, April 11, 
1950, at 8:00 P.M. 


T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk, 
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Shenandoah Church Gives 
' Plane To Mission Board 


Several members of the Shenandoah Presbyte- 
rian Church of Miami, Fla., have recently pre- 
sented to the Board of World Missions a Piper 
Cabin Aeroplane to be used by Dr. Mark Poole in 
Africa. The plane was given as a memorial to Major 
Daniel Iverson, Jr., U.S.M.C.R., Group 21. 


A very impressive service was held on Sunday 
morning, January 15, 1950. After a sermon by the 
minister, Rev. Daniel Iverson, the documents of 
transfer were presented to Dr. Mark Poole by Mr. 
Curtis Dodson, an elder. Dr. Poole received the 
documents on behalf of the Board of World Mis- 
sions. The service was closed by a prayer of dedi- 
cation made by the minister. 


The New Presbyterian Church 
At Melbourne 


The only Presbyterian Church in Brevard County 
was organized Sunday morning, January 22, 1950, 
with a charter membership of fifty-four. 


In the summer of 1949 Mrs. Sarah Lee Timmons 
had spent one month in the field making a prelim- 
inary survey which resulted in locating sufficient 
Presbyterians to warrant making the venture of a 
new church. 


Dr. M. E. Melvin landed in Melbourne, December 
3, and with his customary energetic directness pro- 
ceeded to get names on the dotted line for organiz- 
ing a Presbyterian Church to serve the entire Mel- 
bourne-Eau Gallie-Brevard County area. At the end 
of six weeks the names of fifty-four petitioners 
were presented for organization in the Public 
School Building, January 22, at 11:00 A.M., under 
the direction of Dr. Melvin. 


After entering into the covenant required by 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States for 
organizing a Presbyterian Church, a congregational 
meeting was called and the following business 
transacteds Mr. E. O. Geiger was elected Clerk of 
the Congregational meeting. Dr. I. K. Hicks and 
Mr. Kemper Jennings were elected Elders, and 
Messrs. O. G. Geiger, Olin Oliphant, and Carl W. 
Lowry, Jr., were elected Deacons. Both Elders and 
Deacons were then ordained and installed. Dr. 
Hicks was appointed temporary Clerk of the Session 
and Mr. O. G. Geiger temporary Chairman of the 
Board of Deacons and Mr. Olin Oliphant temporary 
Chureh Treasurer. 


The following were elected trustees: Dr. I. K. 
Hicks, President of the Board, Carl F. McCleary, 
Secretary, Herbert H. MacLusky, Joe S. Caudill, 
and V. C. Brownlie. A Committee on site and 
structure was named consisting of the five Elders 
and Deacons and the following women: Mrs. Hugh 
A. Walker, Mrs. Carl F. McCleary, Mrs. George H. 
Kempher, and Mrs. Hardin Rickman. 


The First Methodist Church of Melbourne sent 
felicitations to the newly organized Presbyterian 
Church in the person of Rev. Dr. Bishop, a retired 
Methodist Minister making his home in Melbourne. 
The naming of the church was made the responsi- 
bility of a committee who would present suitable 
names to the congregation for their approval at 
some later date. The congregation named March 


33- A YEAR 
WON’T DOIT... 


Christianity overseas can’t live on 
33c a year especially when 
there’s a perpetual war on. 


Make no mistake about it—Chris- 
tianity is at war against the evil of 
paganism as best illustrated in our 
day by Communism. 


Our present front lines are in Eu- 
rope and Asia. As Christians we ac- 
cept these areas as our front lines, 
and unless we maintain them 
through helping foreign Christians 
to help themselves—our own faith 
is at stake. 


That is definitely “‘scare talk” based 
upon facts: 


33c a year—that’s what the average 
U. S. Presbyterian gave last year to 
the overseas effort. Our Church has 
over 600,000 members. A dollar per 
member is the minimum to do the 
job for a year, or, a total of $600,- 
000. 


For the sake of our own faith—we 
need to give—more than they need 
to receive our gifts. If you can, 
please give an extra dollar to cover 
someone who will give nothing. 


Go To Church, Sunday, March 12th 


“ONE GREAT HOUR 


OF SHARING” 


Give An Hour To Share 
With One Who Cares 


DEPARTMENT OF 


OVERSEAS RELIEF 


INTER-CHURCH AID 
Board Of World Missions 
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31 as the date to terminate the time for members 
to be included in the charter roll. 


Plans are already under way for the congrega- 
tion to build their own house of worship which they 
hope to erect in the very near future. Under the 
able leadership of Dr. Melvin, who has held im- 
portant positions of leadership throughout the 
whole Assembly, Melbourne will soon become one 
of our strongest new churches. 


Meridian Presbytery 


The 109th Stated Meeting; of Meridian Presby- 
tery was held in the Church at Prentiss, Miss., on 
January 17, 1950. The meeting was opened at 
10:00 A.M. with a sermon by the retiring Mod- 
erator, W. H. McIntosh, using for his subject: “*The 
Authority Of The Word Of God.”’ There were 22 
Ministers and 29 Ruling Elders present, and a num- 
ber of visitors. 


Walter L. Bader, of Moss Point, was elected 
Moderator, and J. C. McQueen, Jr., of Meridian, 
was elected as Temporary Clerk. 


Two Ministers were given Certificates of Trans- 
fer: J. M. Looney to the Presbytery of Memphis, 
and J. David Simpson to the Presbytery of Ozark. 
One Minister was received: Fred. Z. Browne, D.D., 
from Presbytery of El] Paso, and he serves as 
Stated Supply of the Lauderdale and Toomsuba 
Churches. 


Commissioners elected to attend the General As- 
sembly are: Ministers: J. C. Crane and Andrew 
Allison. Ruling Elders: R. L. McLaurin and W. D. 
W atkins. 

Three Overtures were approved and ordered sent 
to the General Assembly as follows: (1) That our 
representatives on the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches be instructed to re- 
port annually to the General Assembly all actions 
and pronouncements of the Federal Council which 
are contrary to the established doctrine and polity 
of our Church. (2) That the General Assembly 
withdraw from the Federal Council of Churches. 
(3) That the General Assembly not adopt any plan 
of union with the Northern Presbyterian Church at 
this time. 

Maynard M. Miller, of Biloxi, was appointed to 
preach the Doctrinal-Sermon at the April Meeting 
of the Presbytery on the subject: ‘Justification By 
Faith.” 

The report of an Ad Interim Committee was 
adopted, wherein the Presbytery reorganized its 
committees in line with the reorganization of the 
General Assembly with one exception. The Presby- 
tery will continue to have a separate Committee on 
Presbytery Home Missions, to promote our local 
Home Mission Work. 


The next regular meeting will be held in the new 
Church Building in Waynesboro on April 18, 1950. 
L. A. Beckman, Jr., Stated Clerk. 


The Witness. By Olive Waldron Warner. Pub- 
lished by W. A. Wilde Co., 131 Clarendon St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. Price $2.50. ‘‘The Witness” presents in a 
new light the reactions of the people of Jerusalem to 
Gospel events and the influence of these events on 
the lives of leading characters. There are many dra- 
matic situations in this inspiring novel, as one reader 
expressed it, though related by an eye-witness.” 


BOOK REVENS 


The Forming Of An American Tradition. By L. 
L. Trinterud. A Re-examination of Colonial Presby- 
terianism. Westminster Press, 1949. 352 Pages. 
This is a careful study of the beginnings of Pres- 
byterianism in America by the Associate Professor 
of Church History in McCormick. It is a thorough 
piece of work, fully documented. We, teachers and 
students, will have to re-examine and revise our 
conclusions in the light of this work. 


Perhaps, the most significant conclusion is that 
it was the Great Awakening which made colonial 
Presbyterianism. While English Presbyterianism 
was going Arian, and Irish and Scottish were 
threatened with the same contagion from the teach- 
ing of Professor John Simson of Glasgow, when 
Calvinism was in danger of hardening into hyper- 
Calvinism a gracious revival began under the 
preaching of the Tennants, Blair, and Whitefield. 
these men preached that men must be born again, 
they used the law to convict of sin and the Gospel 
to bring assurance of salvation. Under this preach- 
ing, men saw that they had been contenting them- 
selves with the form, without the life and power of 
Godliness; and they had been taking peace to their 
consciences from, and depending upon, their own 
righteousness, and not the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ ... they were to: obtain peace ... by an 
understanding view and believing persuasion of the 
way of life revealed in the Gospel, through the 
suretyship, obedience, and sufferings of Jesus 
Christ, with a view of the suitableness and suffer- 
ing of that mediatory righteousness of Christ for 
the justification and life of law-condemned 
sinners.”’ (page 79) 


Trinterud appreciates the importance of the 
Adopting Act of 1729 and rightly recognizes it as 
a compromise between the Scotch-Irish strict sub- 
scriptionists and the New England tolerationists. 
But thereafter he becomes so intent on condemn- 
ing those who tried to make it absolute subscrip- 
tionist without any latitude that he obscures the 
tact of subscription. Condemning those who forgot 
one side of the compromise he almost forgets the 
other side. It is not more true that some of the 
Old Side whom he cites quoted only one-half than 
it is that Professor Hasting Nicholas in his article 
contributed to the volume honoring Dr. H. S. 
Coffin has only quoted the other half as if it were 
the whole act. 


In somewhat similar fashion Dr. Trinterud con- 
demns the effort to exaggerate the control of Synod 
over ordinations, as he might well also do in the 
Cumberland separation of the nineteenth century. 
But he goes too far when he concludes that “the 
sole and total right of licensure and ordination was 
vested in the presbyteries’”’ (page 300). The USA 
Church and the US Church, through their respective 
histories, have recognized the right of appeal in 
the case of ordination from the court of origina! 
jurisdiction to synod and to General Assembly. 


On the other hand we want to thank the author 
for bringing out so carefully and fully that generic 
American Presbyterianism does not claim legislative 
power for the Church. By The Adopting Act “al! 
legislative power in the Church was renounced; 
only administrative power was claimed” (p. 48, 
cf. p. 97 and p. 111). Similarly, the Preliminary 
Principles of 1787-1789 assert that all Chureh 
power is only ministerial (that is, not magisterial) 
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and declarative (that is, not legislative) (p. 297- 
8). Since Colonial Presbyterianism recognized that 
legislative power never belonged to the Church is 
it too much for the Southern Presbyterian Church 
to ask that this dictum be written into the Plan of 
Reunion? In the Southern Presbyterian Book we 
expressly declare that Christ is the only Lawgiver 
in Zion... yet when our Committee asked that our 
full chapter containing this affirmation together 
with the glorious Preface to Presbyterial Govern- 
ment prepared by the Westminster Divines be in- 
cluded in the 1947 and 1949 Plans of Reunion they 
were rebuffed to such an extent that these more 
recent plans omit even the single paragraph which 
the 1943 Plan had taken from our Book, limiting 
the exercise of church power to the statutes en- 
acted by Christ the lawgiver. The paragraphs in 
which the Southern Book of Church Order sets 
forth Christ as the sole lawgiver, namely, Para- 
graphs 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 58, 179, are entirely in 
accord with this review of the first century of 
American Presbyterianism. They ought to be in 
the Plan of Union. The current McCormick his- 
torian is differing at this point from his predecessor, 
Dr. A. C. Zenos, Presbyterianism In America, Page 
19; but has returned to the views of his more re- 
mote predecessor, Dr. Halsey, c.f. Dr. R. E. Thomp- 
son, The Presbyterians, Page 66; as well as to the 
views of our Southern Presbyterian stalwarts. 


To mention other details, the reviewer apprecia- 
tes the warning that the Biblical concept of a 
covenant may be misread as a mutual compact and 
so the very genius of Calvinism perverted. Among 
the characters that take on stature from this study 
are Gilbert Tennent, Samuel Blair, Jonathan 
Dickinson, and John WitherSpoon. While the latter 
may not have had the dominant part in framing 
the Constitution of the General Assembly, he is 
seen as the bulwark which saved Presbyterianism 
from New England innovations and trained the 
native Scotch-Irish American ministers to take 
over the reins of re-organized Presbyterianism. 
The weakness of Presbyterianism in the eighteenth 
century as today is the shortage of ministers. 
Neither then nor now have we taken adequately 
to heart Calvin’s teaching that the minister of the 
Word is the first office in the Chureh for use- 
fulness. —W m.C.R. 


“Doctor Of Many Happy Landings.” By Julia 
Lake*& Eugene Keilersberger. Published by John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. 


Two of God’s children who really have the joy 
of salvation are the co-authors of this fascinating 
little book. 


As representatives of the American Mission to 
the Lepers, they visited distant and unfrequented 
lands. The book is made up of letters written from 
each of the world’s continents. 


The purpose of their journéys was to take light 
to those in darkness and to ‘preach the Gospel of 
Good Tidings to the poor. 


To their delight and encouragement, they found 
many a leper sitting in darkness holding forth the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


This book would be read with great interest by 
Southern Presbyterians. Its authors are well-known 
and: greatly beloved for their many years of en- 
thusiastie service to our Lord through the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. —Elizabeth W. Richardson. 


“The Reinterpretation Of Luther.”’ By Edgar M. 
Carlson. Published by Westminster Press, Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.50. 


The president of Gustavus Adolphus College out- 
lines in this volume the unique features of the 
Swedish theological tradition and the distinctive 
character of the Swedish Reformation. He presents 
a splendid analysis of the Swedish interpretation of 
Luther during the past four decades. The method 
of motif-research is described. 


Carlson believes that the Christian faith, especi- 
ally the Lutheran interpretation of it, is relevant 
to every age even though it might not be congenial 
to the thought of any age. He rightly states that in 
seeking to be relevant, theology is tempted to be- 
come congenial. ‘‘Liberalism yielded to that tempta- 
tion and became so concerned with adjusting itself 
to the demands of a larger world view that it lost 
sight of the essential nature of Christianity itself.” 


The object of theology, according to Carlson, is 
faith. Like any other science, theology must seek 
to understand and clarify its own object. It must 
seek the essential content of Christian faith—that 
which gives it uniqueness. “Individual statements 
of faith must be understood in the light of the or- 
ganic context in which they appear, and in relation 
to the central position in which all the individual 
statements cohere.”’ The author maintains that al] 
Swedish theology is dominated by one central pur- 
pose, namely, “its primary interest is to discover 
and clarify the essential character of Christianity. 
It seeks that which is original and distinctive in 
the Christian Gospel.’”’ Nygren has popularized the 
term, “‘egenert,’”” by which he means that which is 
uniquely and characteristically Christian. 


In “The Analysis Of Luther’s Theology” Carlson 
quotes Aulen to the effect that Luther emphasized 
the idea of satisfaction in the Atonement to a 
greater degree than had been the case in the late 
Medieval period. He declares: “For Luther, Christ’s 
satisfaction-deed is a cornerstone.” 


This reviewer feels indebted to Dr. Carlson for 
his ‘“‘Reinterpretation Of Luther.”’ Our knowledge 
of Swedish theology has been enlarged through this 
work. It will be of interest to all who want a know- 
ledge of Scandinavian theology which has been 
Lutheran for more than four hundred years. 

—John R. Richardson. 


‘“Jesus."’ By Martin Dibelius. Published by West- 
minster Press, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $2.50. 


Martin Dibelius is noted as an expert in the field 
of Form Criticism. The presuppositions of Form 
Criticism underlie all of his views. Inspiration is 
ignored or ruled out on this theory. This fact is ob- 
served in this German writer’s statements. Here is 
a sample. After stating that we do not know all 
the deeds of Christ, which we admit, he said: “‘And 
that even those that have been reported to us we 
know only in the way the believers of that day de- 
picted them to their own age.” We don’t like this 
implication. 

In each of the ten chapters there are insights 
worth noting. Chapter II on “The Sources,” and 
Chapter III on “People - Land And Descent,” are 
the most helpful. The specialist in this field will 
find other topics of interest, but the average reader 
will be disappointed in what the professor of New 
Testament at the University of Heidelburg offers 
in this book. —John R. Richardson. 
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